Reception topic letter January 2017
Dear Parents
Happy New Year; we hope you have had a restful holiday. This term, we begin with the topic of animals.
Each week we will be exploring a different story and using it as a basis for much of the learning within the
7 areas.
Week 1 – Pets and Puppy Love.
Week 2 – Farm animals and Little Red Hen
Week 3 – Chinese New Year
Week 4 – Animals from different countries and Handa’s Surprise
Week 5 – Nocturnal animals and Owl Babies

The Early Years curriculum is delivered through play-based activities and active, hands on learning.
Opportunities and activities are planned in the different areas of the classroom for the children to
choose and guided, adult activities are run to match each child’s stage of learning.
This is what we are focusing on in the 7 areas of learning over the next half term;
Communication and Language
We will be looking at lots of new and exciting stories throughout the topic and reading both fiction and
non-fiction books, we will be encouraged to speak in full sentences and think about what we want to say
about the topic. To do this we will:
 Make relevant comments to what we hear
 Listen and respond to others ideas through comments and questions
 Answer ‘how’ and ‘why’ questions
 Use past, present and future tenses when talking about events
 Make connections between events and ideas when talking
 Add a story line to our play

Personal, social and emotional development
This term we will focus on sharing and playing together in areas of the continuous provision. We will
continue to develop independent skills, encouraging children to do things for themselves. We will be
 Sharing and turn taking
 Sharing own ideas in groups
 Listening to others ideas
 Selecting resources for an activity
 Understanding how others are feeling
 Identifying consequences for actions
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Physical development
PE sessions will begin this week with Class 1 on a Friday morning and Class 2 on a Wednesday afternoon.
Named PE kits of a PE t-shirt and shorts will be needed as we begin our indoor PE sessions (children will
be barefoot). These will take the theme of Noah’s Ark and we will look at the movement of the animals
from the story. We will
 Experiment with different ways of moving
 Negotiate space successfully when playing racing & chasing games with other children
 Travel with confidence and skill around, under, over and through balancing and climbing equipment
Literacy
Literacy carpet sessions will introduce the children to different stories surrounding different animals. We
will be writing lists, labelling animals, writing invitations and missing pet posters as well as non-fiction
recipes and instructions. We will
 Explore story language
 Look at the structure of a narrative
 Retell the stories and create some of their own.
 Write simple captions and sentences using familiar sounds
 Introduce finger spaces to separate each word
 Read common high frequency words by sight
 Talk about what we have read
Mathematics
We will be focussing on counting to 20, ordering numbers, finding one more and one less and addition using
objects and counting on, on a number line. Money will be introduced as well as 3D shape.
 Use the language of ‘more’ & ‘fewer’ to compare two sets of objects
 Find the total number of items in two groups by counting all of them
 Say the number that is one more than a given number
 Begin to use mathematical names for ‘solid’ 3D shapes and ‘flat’ 2D shapes
 Select a particular named shape
 Can describe their relative position such as ‘behind’ or ‘next to’
 Orders two or three items by length or height
 Begin to use everyday language related to money

Understanding the world
This term we will be looking at the Christian faith and in particular the story of Noah’s Ark and the values.
Chinese New Year will be celebrated on January 28 th this year and will be the year of the rooster. We will
explore different customs and celebrations during this time. We will
 Talk about significant past, present and future events in our own lives
 Join in with different routines and customs
 Talk about nature and patterns of change
 Use ICT hardware to interact with age‐appropriate computer software
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Expressive arts and design
We have some very creative children this year and during this term we will be encouraging and developing
all the children’s creative talents by:
 Experimenting with changing familiar songs and dances
 Developing skills in playing different percussion instruments
 Evaluating and adapt their creations
 Choosing colours for a particular purpose
 Introducing a storyline in to our play
Reading books
We are having a push on children’s reading this term and books can be brought in to be changed on any day
of the week. The children are doing really well and the comments that you write each time you read with
your child are very useful. Please encourage your child to put their books and diary in the reading box
when they would like them to be changed. Sometimes things crop up in the day that may prevent us from
changing the books, but we will do our very best and have them changed by the following day if this
occurs.
Things you can do at home to help
The children are making excellent progress and we would like to thank you for all your hard work. Each
week your child will take home a list of the graphemes that they have learnt in their phonics lessons. In
order to retain the sounds it would be great if you could help your child with the reading and writing of
any CVC (consonant-vowel-consonant) words that feature these. We are focussing on formation of these
sounds in order to build the children’s confidence. Please use the cursive style used on the list of
graphemes as a reference. You could also assist your child in number writing and counting objects around
the house.
PE
Both classes will begin their PE lesson this term. For class 1 this is on a Friday and class 2, a Wednesday.
Please ensure that your child has their named PE kit in school. For this half term, we will be doing dance
with a focus on animal movement and also gym, introducing movement on and around equipment. With this
in mind, children will be barefoot.
Bits and bobs!!





Please continue with your donations for junk modelling. The children make some fabulous things
with your recycled cereal boxes, egg cartons and plastic bottles.
We hope to continue to provide experiences to enhance the topic and learning (play dough, baking,
food tasting etc.) Thank you for your support in the past. We would again like to ask for your help
to fund these activities by contributing £2.50 for this half term.
It is important that children have access to water during the school day, particularly now we are
starting PE. Please ensure that your child has their refilled water bottle in school each day to be
put in the water bottle box.

Thank you for your continued help and support.
Miss Mclaren and Miss Mileham

