Reception Spring 2 News
letter
Dear Parents,
We hope you all had a good half term and we have loved hearing
about all the places the children have been to over the last week.
We are now half way through the school year and isn’t it flying!
This half term we are using the Toy Story films our topic stimulus.
Each week we shall be using one of the characters to focus on and
broaden our learning experiences.
The Weekly focuses are as follows:
Week 1 – Space/Buzz Light year

Week 2 – Wild West/Woody & Jess

Week 3 – Old toys

Week 4 – Dinosaurs/Rex

Week 5 - Little Bo peep/fairy tales

Week 6 - Easter

These are the 7 areas of learning we cover in the Early Years and this is what we shall be
covering over the next few weeks.
Personal, Social & Emotional Development

We shall be looking at friendships and what makes a good friend. As always we will be
focusing on turn taking, building independence skills and talking to other children in full
sentences. We shall also be exploring Christian stories and the build up to Easter weekend,
looking at traditions and the Easter story.
We shall be developing the children vocabulary by exploring
different character settings such as the Wild West and space. We will be introducing labels
and captions, character descriptions, empathy though character feelings in different
situations.
Communication & Language

Physical Development
This half term both classes will take part in PE on a Monday afternoon. We are lucky to have a
gym coach who will be coming into school. Sammi will be focusing on body control and coordination. The children had a great time last Monday making pizza and spaghetti with their
bodies!

Please remember to bring your Childs’ PE kit as they all went home before half term.

Mathematical Development
In maths the children are really developing with their number work. The children should be secure
with numbers 1 to20 at this point .We shall continue with addition and subtraction, finding 1
more and 1 less than a number up to 20. We will use the Toy Story characters to develop
positional language, adding 2 coins together up to 10p when they go shopping, introduce units of
measure and look at the properties of 2d and 3d shapes.

Literacy Development
The daily phonics sessions are really paying off now with many of the children reading and writing
simple words and sentences.
We are looking at different forms of writing and introducing a purpose such as postcards, holiday
news, wanted posters, speech bubbles and fact files.

Understanding of the World
This topic allows us to cover lots of different areas as each film character is from a different
setting/context. We will cover space/planets, cowboys and Indians, pushes and pulls, old
and new toys, dinosaurs and Easter traditions.
Expressive Arts
We have lots of chances with this topic to be creative, make lots, sing and dance. We will
make space pictures and rockets, Indian head dresses, design a new toy, potato prints and
Easter cards. We will also have games area and we will learn lots of new songs.
How can you help at home?
Writing- completing the weekly phonics tasks that we send would help to consolidate
your childs’ skills and therefore make all the phonemes and digraphs a little easier to
remember.
Reading- Please read as often as you can at home. We change books on any day so that
the children can read more and move on quicker with their reading. Don’t forget to add a
comment in the diary.
We are also reading more with the children in school to help develop this area.
Maths- Please practise numbers 1-20. The children should be able to order them out of
context and know 1more and 1 less than each numeral.

Shapes-Find and name shapes in the environment. Talk about their properties, how many
sides and corners does it have?
Wow moments- If your child has a particular ‘wow’ moment please share it with us. It
could be something at swimming, dancing, mosque, reading or writing. Attached are
some ‘wow’ moments cards for you to complete when this occurs.
Bits and bobs….. Clothing – please remember to put your child’s name clearly in their jumpers
& cardigans as some are now fading. Getting dressed again after PE can take some time and the
children’s clothes do get mixed up with 30 all getting ready at the same time. If your child does
come home with the wrong items on please return them and if they are labelled we can easily find
the correct owner.
We would appreciate a contribution of £2.50 to allow us to purchase resources for Sensory
experiences for the children. Thank you very much those parents who did contribute last half
term.
Thank you for the junk modelling materials – please continue to bring these in!
If you need to contact us our email addresses are J.Mclaren@queensdrive.lancs.sch.uk
or E.Mileham@queensdrive.lancs.sch.uk
Thank you for your continued help and support.
Miss McLaren and Miss Mileham

