Reception topic letter November 2017
Dear Parents
Welcome back, we hope you have had a nice break! The topic for this half term is Who is Julia Donaldson? Each week
we will be exploring a different story written by her. These are:
 Room on the Broom
 The Gruffalo
 The Gruffalo’s Child
 What the Ladybird Heard
 Snail and the Whale
 The Stick Man
This theme will once again be delivered through play-based learning and hands-on experiences and expand to the 7
areas of learning in the Foundation Stage.
Personal, Social and Emotional – This is an important area that the children are continually developing. We will
focussing on ‘Managing feelings’ so that the children have a good understanding of their own actions and how this can
affect other people e.g. when a child becomes upset or tries to comfort another child when they realise
they have upset them. We will also be encouraging the children to take steps to resolve conflicts with other children
e.g. finding a compromise.
Communication and Language – We will encourage the children to maintain attention for longer periods of time,
particularly when they are trying to complete the challenges within the provision, and to have a ‘keep trying’ attitude
towards learning. We will be continuing to use our weekly stories as a focus for language and during carpet sessions are
encouraging the children to participate and respond with relevant comments, questions, or actions. Activities based
around the retelling of the stories will encourage children to use language to imagine and recreate roles and experiences
in play situations and introduce a storyline or narrative in their play. We will also be looking at ‘rhyme’ within the
stories and checking the children’s understanding of this.
Physical Development – The children are starting to write more and are now starting to form recognisable letters in the
cursive style. The children are encouraged to hold a pencil correctly and carry out various fine motor activities to
strengthen their grip. Activities such as play dough, using scissors, threading and tweezers and collage help with this.
In the outdoor-learning environment, the children are encouraged in their gross motor skills such as climbing,
balancing, jumping and ball skills. In our P.E sessions we will be looking to see if the children can negotiate space
successfully when playing racing & chasing games with other children, and able to adjusting speed or changing
direction to avoid obstacles.
We will be starting PE sessions this half term. The children will be participating in short 20-minute sessions building up
to longer sessions. To start with the children will be doing PE in their uniform (jumpers off and bare feet). The
children will change into a PE kit after Christmas. This gives you enough time to purchase a kit if you haven’t already
done so.
Literacy – Daily phonics will continue. Children are making excellent progress and may have moved groups since an
assessment at the end of last half term. All are at different stages, however it is vital that children remember the sounds
that they have learnt so far. Many children find the actions assigned to each sound beneficial, for example the tummy
rub for mmmmm Once familiar, children will recognise sounds in words and either blend or segment them for reading
or writing (for example c-a-t). www.phonicsplay.co.uk and www.ictgames.com are also useful websites with a variety of
free phonic games if your child would like to do more.
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As you are aware, children are now bringing books home. All have word-books (rather than picture-books) where
blending can be practised. Don’t worry if your child is struggling to blend. Recognising the phonemes in the book are
equally important and being able to answer questions about the story.
Pease continue to refrain from using letter names such as A, B, C or teaching the children to write in capital letters as
these conflict with our teaching methods. Please continue to practise the cursive writing alphabet with your child at
home. If you would like another copy of the alphabet, please let us know.
One of the daily carpet times has a Literacy focus and this will be based on the weekly books. The children will join in
with repeated refrains, predict the endings and start to maintain attention for longer periods. We will also be focussing
on rhyme as this is found in a lot of Julia Donaldson’s books and we will be encouraging them to continue rhyming
strings.
Writing this half term will concentrate on the continuation of writing the children’s names, practising letter formation
from the phonemes they have been taught in phonics and developing the crucial fine motor control that allows
children to use pencils and crayons. The children will also be encouraged to write down as many sounds they can hear
in words and will start to write captions.
Mathematics – The key aspects being covered this half term are::
 Recognising numerals (1-20)
 Ordering numerals (that are mixed up)
 Describing the properties of shapes
 Continuing a 2/3 colour pattern or shape pattern
 Comparing items by weight
 Comparing items by length
 Addition
 Subtraction
 Using appropriate positional language
 Symmetry
 Time (months of the year, seasons)
Mathematics is an area of the curriculum that you can really help your child progress with at home. You can create a
‘number hunt’ around the house where children can try to find them in the correct order, using objects around the
house to create own number sentences e.g. 3 pencils and 2 crayons ….. 3 + 2 = 5
Understanding the World – Our ‘Who is Julia Donaldson?’ topic allows us to link to the outside world and relate the
stories to places the children may have been. This will include a farm, walk in the woods, the beach. We will also be able
to use ICT to make pictures of the characters and playing phonics and number games. This encourages the children to
use a mouse on a PC, rather than touch screen.
R.E - The children will start to explore the religion of Christianity and Christmas over the next few weeks.
Expressive Art and Design – We are enjoying seeing how creative our children are becoming. Some enjoy making and
creating whilst others are enjoying building and constructing. We encourage their creativity and imagination by using
lots of different materials and media. This half term sees the making of witches broomsticks, playdough spiders,
playdough Gruffalos, masks, Christmas art as well as learning new songs linked to our stories and for our Christmas
Production.
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We will be encouraging them to be imaginative through their play by working well as a group to develop and act out a
narrative and through creating simple representations of events, people and objects using different media e.g. paint
You can help at home by having a practice with scissors to cut things out. This could just be cutting pictures out of a
magazine/catalogue. This really does develop their independence skills when using the creative table.
This half term sees the run up to Christmas and classes 1 and 2 are lucky enough to be performing in the school
production ‘Saving Christmas!’ alongside the Key Stage 1 children ‘All will be involved in singing and performing and it
promises to be a lovely show. We will shortly begin rehearsing songs. Your child will need a costume that we ask you
to kindly provide. This does not mean buying expensive, but more likely having a rummage at home for a makeshift
costume! There will be a letter with more details soon.
Bits and bobs!!
Please could you make sure that all clothing is named, especially cardigans and jumpers. We have jumpers without
names and finding an owner can be difficult with 60 children.

As the children have continuous access to the outdoor area it is important that they have the correct
clothing. It is vital therefore that your child brings a coat to school. Please provide a pair of wellies (named) if you
haven’t already done so to keep in school, allowing your child to change into them as appropriate.

Please continue with your donations for junk modelling. The children make some
fabulous things with your recycled cereal boxes, egg cartons and plastic bottles.

We hope to continue to provide experiences to enhance the topic and learning (play
dough, baking, food tasting etc.) Thank you for your support in the past. We would
again like to ask for your help to fund these activities by contributing £2.50 for this
half term.
We want to continue to provide the children with an afternoon snack. The majority
of the children are having this additional snack. To enable us to continue with this
we would like you to continue to fund this by providing £1 a week. This will enable
us to provide a variety of snacks in the afternoon.

We have also booked an opportunity for the children to watch Cinderella in Pantomime at Blackpool Grand Theatre on
Tuesday 19th December. Details of this will follow.
Over the next few weeks we thought it would be great if parents came into school as a ‘surprise guest’ to read a story to
the children in your child’s class. If you would like to take part it will be at 3pm on a Friday afternoon and we will put a

Reception topic letter November 2017
sign-up sheet on the tables in the EYFS playground. If you come to the main office on your day we will sneak you in!
We thought it would be a lovely surprise for the children.
We are also introducing a class mascot into classes 1 and 2, where the children will get to take them home for a
weekend. The teddy will come with a book and if you could write in what you have been doing at the weekend and
maybe the children could draw a picture or add a photograph that would be great. We are using the teddy as a positive
reward when the children have shown super behaviour, like sharing or being kind through the week. All the children
will get a go, so look out for when it’s your turn!
Thank you for your continued help and support. The children have really settled in over the last half term and we look
forward to an exciting lead up to Christmas.
Please come and find us if you need to ask or talk about anything. If you would prefer to contact us via email our
address are:
J.Mclaren@queensdrive.lancs.sch.uk
R.Woods@queensdrive.lancs.sch.uk
Miss McLaren, Mrs Woods and the EYFS team.

