Reception topic letter April 2018

Dear Parents
We hope you have enjoyed the holidays and had a nice rest. Wow the year is really flying by! The
first topic for the Summer term will be Journeys around the world. This includes studying
different countries and cultures and also ways of travelling and we hope to inspire the children
by using this as a basis for all areas of learning.
Each week will use the following as a focus:
Week 1: My holidays
Week 2: UK and trains.
Week 3: France and boats.
Week 4: Spain and cars.
Week 5: Australia and aeroplanes.

I have my own
ideas!

Week 6: USA and rockets
Week 7: Asia and rickshaws.

Much of our curriculum is delivered through play based learning and the children are encouraged
to explore through active, hands on learning. Adult led activity, gives us the chance to tailor the
learning and meet the needs of the individual child. At this stage of the year, we are beginning
to build in higher expectations and encourage children to complete tasks independently. They
now complete ―Wally‘s challenges‖, a task following on from each carpet time, and we review and
praise the work as a class. This term we are also starting to introduce children to different
characters that represent the characteristics of learning, a way of building their confidence in
different areas. They include the promotion of playing and exploring, active learning and creating
and thinking critically. We will begin with The Mouse who has his own ideas, persuading children
to think for themselves and try new. This will be followed by other characters as the term
progresses.
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This is what we are focusing on in the 7 areas of learning over the next half term;
Personal, social and emotional -Throughout the term we will encouraging the children to play
cooperatively. They have so far enjoyed learning to play games and we will continue this by
introducing team games and working together:








Sharing and turn taking.
Share own ideas in groups.
Listening to others ideas.
Select resources for an activity
Give reasons for their interests.
Understand how others are feeling.
Identify consequences for actions.

Communication and Language – The children are working on speaking in full sentences and this
term we will be looking at lots of new and exciting stories and broadening their vocabulary.
Roleplay areas encourage the children to act out familiar scenarios and stories and we will begin
with a train station where they can explore different roles. Children will be encouraged to:







Make relevant comments to what they hear.
Listen and respond to others ideas through comments and questions.
Answer ‗how‘ and ‗why‘ questions.
Use past, present and future tenses when talking about events.
Make connections between events and ideas when talking.
Add a story line to their play.

Physical Development – The children will continue with PE sessions on Fridays and we will develop
our skills in throwing and catching. It is important to develop children‘s finger and hand muscles
and fine motor activities will continue such as playdough and digging in the garden. We will also
be finding out about how to keep healthy. We will be reinforcing skills such as:





Use of large equipment—develop gross motor skills.
Use of a range of small tools — develop fine motor skills.
Form recognisable letters.
To know that food, exercise, sleep and hygiene help us to stay healthy.

Literacy- We will be busy writing for different purposes, including passports, postcards and
diagram labels. We will be specifically looking at the children forming and writing their own short
sentences this term, and the phonics homework given each week should help. Reading continues
both in school and at home. Don‘t forget to read every night with your child and write a comment
in the reading record. Many children have been whizzing through the books and changing them
everyday. Their enjoyment of reading is lovely to see! In order to help your child we need to:
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Blend phonemes together to read simple words and sentences.
Read common high frequency words by sight.
Use books and computers to find information.
Talk about what they have read.
Segment words into phonemes.
Write words phonetically
Write and read their own sentences.

Mathematics –We will be focusing on adding and strategies that children can use to help with
addition, counting forwards on the number line and using their fingers. More work on graphs and
measuring, activities with 2D and 3D shapes and also the addition of money. This is what we
need to do:







Order numerals to 20 and say one more or less than a given number.
Add and subtract using objects and counting forwards or backwards.
Solve problems relating to doubling, halving and sharing.
Use language to describe solid shapes.
Use everyday language relating to capacity, position and distance.
Recognise, create and describe patterns.

Understanding the World
Our topic this half term will be based on the themes outlined above. We will consider different
countries and cultures and the understanding and celebration of diversity. Children will also
consider travel and why some transport is more suited to different journeys. To do this we will
be looking at these aspects:






Talk about significant past, present and future events in their own lives.
Knows about different occupations.
Identify features of their environment and make comparisons with a different
environment.
Identify similarities and difference between living things.
Can identify technology around them and use it appropriately.

Expressive Arts and Design
We have some very creative children this year and in the last few weeks we will be encouraging
and developing all the children‘s creative talents by:




Experimenting with changing familiar songs and dances.
Develop skills in playing different percussion instruments.
Evaluate and adapt their creations.
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Choose colours for a particular purpose.
Introduce a storyline in to their play.

We are now moving towards a transition period as this is the children‘s final term in Reception
and following the EYFS curriculum. We are expecting the children to complete tasks after the
carpet times and we are now sitting for longer at taught sessions. The children are now expected
to write caption or sentences and to begin these with a capital letter. We also expect the
children to be able to write addition and subtraction number sentences and work with numbers
above 20.
The children now attend all assemblies through the week and we are trying to promote their
independence skills further by handing in reading books and putting letters etc in their own bags.

Bits and bobs!!
•
•

•
•

•

We hope to get the children tasting foods from different countries this term and would
ask for a donation of £2.50 to allow us to do this.
We encourage the children to drink lots of water during the school day and they can
always access this from the allocated water bottle boxes in the classrooms. Could you
please make sure that your child has their refilled bottle in school each day and that it
has their name marked on it. We are having a competition and children are getting
stickers if they finish a whole bottle.
Please keep the junk modeling coming. This will be great for making different vehicles
over the next few weeks.
Just a reminder that if your child is wearing summer uniform, for girls its white tights
with dresses and black/grey socks with shorts for boys. Please ensure footwear is a black
shoe and not boots.
We will continue with the afternoon snacks for this half term and then this will be phased
out next half term as there is no afternoon snack in Year 1. It is a voluntary contribution
of £1 per week.

Thank you for your continued help and support.
Miss McLaren and Mrs Woods
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