EYFS Autumn 1 Curriculum Letter
Welcome to Queens Drive Primary School! The children have all been very
excited about starting school and have had a fantastic first week settling into
EYFS school life.
Staffing:
Class 1 – Mrs Robertson (Monday-Thursday), Miss Moss and Mrs Snape (Fridays only)
Class 2 – Mrs Farrington and Miss McCarrick
Mrs Patel works in both Class 1 and 2.
Curriculum:
We will be following the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum prime and specific areas of learning. A
main focus of our work in school this half term is to settle into school life.
We will be getting used to:
•

school routines

•

expectations of behaviour

•

becoming familiar and exploring our new learning environment

•

building relationships and trust with the adults that work with us

As we are always learning through play and investigation we will begin to explore our half-termly theme of
“From caravans to cottages”. We will be investigating our houses and who lives with us as well as different
houses we see in our daily lives. EYFS will be welcoming visitors to tell us about how houses were different in
the past. We will also be reading various traditional tales such as the Gingerbread Man, Rapunzel, Goldilocks
and the Three Bears and many more. EYFS will explore the places where they are set and retell stories
through role play and small world. The children will be given opportunities to develop their writing skills by
completing emergent writing tasks that link to what we have looked at in our teacher led sessions. The
children will be developing their mathematics skills by looking at counting, ordering and measuring objects
that links to our theme of houses with a focus on traditional tales read. Our expressive arts and design work
will involve drawing, painting and constructing different houses using various resources and materials.
Please note we will be starting our P.E. sessions towards the end of this half term. Our P.E. sessions will be
on Wednesday and Friday for Class 1 and Thursday and Friday for Class 2. Please could you ensure your child
has a full school P.E. kit including pumps and for safety reasons children are not allowed to wear earrings for
P.E. lessons.
You can help your child at home by:
•

Reading at home to your child books they enjoy and traditional tales such as Red Riding Hood, The
Three Little Pigs, Cinderella, Goldilocks.

•

Singing nursery rhymes to them and with them.

•

Playing games with your child where they take turns, share and wait for others.

•

Talk to them about your house and what kind of house it is. Look at the houses around them and how
they are different and the same. Look at house numbers and different shaped windows and doors.

•

Practising getting dressed and undressed by themselves in preparation for P.E. sessions.

•

Helping them to write their name and numbers up to 10.

Phonics:
As the children settle into school life we will begin our daily 20 minute phonics sessions. We will focus on
developing the early skills needed to help us to read, write letters and spell words. The children will be
naming the sounds we hear around us, instrument sounds and body percussion. Our phonics sessions will also
involving listening to and saying aloud rhymes. We will orally explore the sounds we hear in words and then
will begin to look at how to read and write these sounds. As the children learn new sounds (phonemes) at
school we will send the phonemes learnt home for you to practise with your child. We will send home ideas of
games you can play with your children to help them learn to say, read and write the sounds (phonemes) learnt.
As the children develop their ability to blend sounds together to read words they will then be sent a reading
book home to practise reading sentences.
Useful information:
Whilst your child is in EYFS there will be many opportunities for food tasting and preparation. For example
there will be times when we make things such as biscuits, sandwiches, fruit kebabs or smoothies. We will not
use meat products in our food tasting or making but if your child has any dairy, gluten, nut or fruit allergies
that we are not aware of please let us know.
In EYFS the children are involved in sensory play regularly. This involves using malleable materials such as
play dough, clay, and plasticine as well as using dried foods such as pasta, split peas, Cheerios. As school
budgets tighten and these products are bought outside the school budget we would really appreciate a
voluntary weekly donation of 50p to cover these costs. There will be a donations box put on the table in the
outdoor area for you to put your donation in. If your child attends after school club and you wish to make a
donation, please send it in with your child. Your assistance with this is greatly appreciated and helps to
enhance your child’s learning.
Working Together
Please keep us informed of anything, no matter how small, that you feel may affect your child in school.
Children enjoy school and make the best progress when we can work together as a team to support their
learning and development.
During the year we will invite you into school to attend parent information meetings, stay and play sessions
and watch assemblies. Our first information meeting will be an introduction to EYFS and will be held on
Wednesday 19th September at 6pm.
We understand that with work or other family commitments you won’t be able to attend
everything but please do try to be as involved as possible in your child’s school life; they
are always so proud to share their learning with you. If you do miss an information
meeting we will send home information to keep you informed about what was discussed in
the meeting.
The EYFS team

