Welcome back! We hope you have all had a lovely half term holiday.
We are very pleased with how the children have settled into their new routines in Year One and hope to continue
with a happy and productive term.
English - Our work this half term will be linked, wherever possible, to our creative curriculum theme ‘My World’’.
We will:
 Concentrate on speaking in full sentences and rehearse our sentences for writing out loud before we write
them down.
 Make sure we use a capital letter to start, a full stop to finish and finger spaces between each word.
 Learn about adjectives (describing words), verbs (doing words) and conjunctions (joining words: and, but,
because)
 Write recounts of things we have done at home and at school.
 Read stories by Jill Murphy and study the settings, events and characters.
 We will also look at stories from other cultures and will be reading Handa’s
surprise and will explore how we can use this story to write our own innovated
stories.
 Read, recite and explore senses poems.
 Write our own class, group or individual poems based on these poems.
 Continue to read in small groups for Guided Reading sessions.
 Notice exclamation marks, question marks and commas in a list as we read. Some children may begin to use
these in their writing.
 Practise joined cursive letters on the line with tails under the line when necessary.
 Work on the difference between upper and lower case letters and using alphabetical order.
 Continue with daily phonics sessions for practising reading, writing and spelling of sounds and words.
You can help by continuing to listen to your child read their school book every night and sign their diary. You can
help by reading a variety of books with them at home, practising their spellings and by checking their homework.
Please also practise reading then spelling the first 100 words listed in the front of their reading diary. You could
also help your children develop their speed and neatness by practising cursive handwriting with them on a regular
basis.
Mathematics - Our work will follow the same pattern as last term: of a new area for work each week alongside
the regular, daily practise of basic skills. Over the next few weeks the children will begin weekly Big Maths
sessions and will bring their completed sheet home for you to see during the following week.
We will:
 Read write and order numbers to 100.
 Count forwards and backwards in 1s from any number.
 Count in multiples of 2, 5 and 10.
 Learn to recall pairs of numbers which make 10 and 20 and the doubles and halves of number up to 10 + 10.
 Sort shapes, objects and numbers.
 Identify odd and even numbers.
 Find halves of shapes, objects or quantities and begin to recognise quarters of shapes.
 Recognise coins and understand their value e.g. a 10p coin is worth ten pennies.
 Add small amounts together.
 Sequence events in chronological order and use the terms morning, afternoon, evening, night.
 Record time in hours, minutes and seconds.
 Compare using the terms slower, faster, longer, shorter, earlier, and later.
You can help by helping your child to tell the time on a clock with ‘hands’, in particular o’clock and half past the
hour. You can help by talking about coins as you use them, by exchanging coins for pennies and by adding together
three of four small value coins. Please also practise reading and writing numbers to 100, adding, doubling, halving
and recalling pairs to 10. In particular please practise the quick ‘recall’ section of sums. The children have to work
incredibly quickly to improve their scores so please practise ‘against the clock’! They have just 30 seconds.
Science - Investigating materials – Towards the end of the term we will look at different types of everyday
materials and how we can distinguish between them. The children will learn how to describe the different

properties of materials and how we can compare and classify materials using the correct scientific vocabulary:
shiny, dull, hard, soft, bendy, flexible, transparent, clear, waterproof, rough, smooth etc. After the Christmas
break will continue this area of science by testing materials for their suitability for different jobs. They will
choose and use materials for building and making items based on their properties.
Computing - Algorithms - The children will learn how to write a set of instructions to control a program. We will
use Scratch software on the I Pads to do this. We will also be using Purple Mash to develop our understanding of
debugging. Each child will have a password and username and can access Purple Mash at home.
R.E. - Christianity – The children will develop their understanding of Christmas. We will read and explore the
nativity story and Christian beliefs about Christmas.
Creative Curriculum - Remembrance Day – We will focus on the sacrifices made by many in wars from the World
War I to the present day. We will look at the poppy as a symbol of remembrance.
My World - The children will be involved in exploring their home, the school and the
local area around the school. They will learn about different types of homes and the
parts of a house. We will be using maps and plans of the school and the surrounding area
of Fulwood and will investigate the buildings and amenities in the local area. The children
will develop their understanding by being involved in a guided walk where we will
investigate first-hand what is outside the school gates and the surrounding area.
Design Technology - The children will explore the features of a good playground and will study the playgrounds at
school and in the local area. They will use craft materials to create playgrounds of their own.
P.E. - Gymnastics and games - The children were successful last term and are developing their throwing and
catching skills. This term we will continue to develop throwing and catching skills by applying them in small sided
games. Every Thursday a sports coach from PNE will be teaching alongside the class teacher to develop the
children’s fundamental skills in P.E. The children will also be involved in developing their skill in gymnastics. You
can help by ensuring your child remembers their P.E kit as unfortunately we do not have any spare kits in school.
We would also be grateful if you could check whether your child’s pumps fit properly when they bring their P.E. kit
home at the end of each half term.
Music - Exploring Instruments - The children will explore the sounds they can make using instruments. They will
copy and invent rhythms and link these together to create short ‘pieces’. They will learn about some of the
instruments of the orchestra linked to our ‘Materials’ work. They will be preparing for our Christmas Sing-a-long –
details to follow.
Homework
We will:
 Continue to send spelling home linked to phonics teaching and some will have common words to learn
 Send reading books home and these will be changed on Monday, Wednesday and Thursday
 Begin to send homework challenges to be completed over a number of weeks.
You can help by practising spellings on a regular basis and encouraging your child to write these into complete
sentences as this practises handwriting, spelling, punctuation and grammar skills. Please read every day with your
child and send the reading book and diary into school every day… even if you have not read at home!
Dates for your diary:
Monday 13th November – Anti-Bullying week. This year’s theme is All Different – All Equal
Monday 4th December – Christmas Fair at 3.30
Thursday 14th December (9.30 and 6.00) and Friday 15th December (1.30) – Infant Christmas Production.
Tuesday 19th December - Year 1 Christmas Party
We hope this information will be useful. If you have any questions, please come and see us.
Many thanks,
The Year One Team

