2nd half of Spring Term 2018 We hope you had a nice half-term break. Below we have outlined some
of the exciting things your children will be learning this half term.
English:
During this term the children will be focusing on reading information texts, reading and performing
nursery rhymes and reading, following and writing instructions. We will continue to link our English
work with the themes we will cover this term which include The Queen and growing plants.
The children will:
 Learn nursery rhymes off by heart and perform them to others.
 Explore rhyme in greater detail and will look carefully at the poems we read and how rhyme and
rhythm are important as we read aloud.
 Write their own rhyming phrases and sentences and will make their own rhymes by playing around
with and innovating with the rhymes we have read.
 Learn the key features of instructions.
 Learn to write instructions using ‘bossy’ (imperative) verbs, time openers and adverbs.
 Use the joined cursive writing style wherever possible.
You can help your child by practising their sentence writing remembering to use full stops and capital
letters correctly. Join sentences using and, but, because or so and use adjectives to describe colour, size
or feelings when adding description. Continuing to practise joined, cursive handwriting and remind them of
the need to write on the line. By listening to them read a variety of books – including information books
related to our half-termly themes. Revising the sounds learnt in phonics lessons, which you can find on the
spelling sheets, as you practise their spellings. We will put the Year 1 common exception words in your
child’s homework book next week. Children in year one are expected to read and write all of these
correctly by the end of the school year and any help you can give your child in reading and writing these at
home will benefit them.
Maths:
The children will be learning:
 Multiplying – using arrays to show how to multiply numbers up to 10.
 Grouping and sharing – dividing numbers using the strategies of grouping and sharing.
 Measuring length – comparing longer and shorter, double and half, using cm and metres, measuring
using rulers and metre sticks
 Adding and subtracting – learn number facts within 20 and the related subtraction fact e.g. 13 + 6
= 19 , 6 + 13 = 19, 19 – 6 = 13, 19 – 13 = 6. Be able to work out addition and subtraction within
20 quickly. Complete sums with missing numbers e.g. 14 + ? = 18. Add and subtract one digit and 2
digit numbers in the horizontal format NOT in columns.
 Fractions – understand that a fraction is an equal section of one whole, find half or quarter of a
shape and an amount.
 Position and direction - describe movements, forwards, backwards, left and right. Recognise ¼ , ½
and ¾ turns.
 Time – tell the time o’clock and half past the hour on an analogue clock (with hands). Understand
that hands on a clock move clockwise.
You can help your child by supporting them with quick recall of addition and subtraction facts within
20. Encourage them to count forwards and backwards using their fingers to help solve these.
Encourage your child to complete sums an paper and ‘in their head’ but please DO NOT use the vertical
method as this will stop your child using mental methods which are an essential foundation to speed
and mental maths in later school years. Play games which encourage use of left, right and movement
words such as Twister or following instructions in a ‘Treasure Hunt’ such as 2 steps forwards, 3 steps
left, ¼ turn right, ½ turn left etc.

Science: The science theme for this half-term is plants. We will explore the plants
in our school grounds and will be able to see how the changing season is helping the
plants to grow again. The children will enjoy planting from seeds and watching and
recording as their plants grow.
I.C.T: Our ICT lessons will involve extending and building upon the coding skills we
started in the Autumn Term, using Espresso and Scratch. We will also be continuing
to develop our understanding of using the internet safely in our E
Safety lessons.
R.E: The theme for R.E. is linked to Easter. The children will explore Christian beliefs
about Easter and why it is a special time for them. We will look at what happened to
Jesus in the Easter story and how Christians celebrate new life at this time of year.
Design Technology: The theme for DT is ‘Fantastic Fruits’. The children will be using their senses to
describe different fruits and learn basic food handling and hygiene practice. They will also be looking at
how to prepare different fruits before we eat them e.g. peeling, grating, squeezing, slicing and have a go
at doing these processes. The children will then design their own healthy fruit snack, make it and evaluate
their product, thinking about what went well and how they could make their snack better.
Creative Curriculum: Creative curriculum work will continue to focus on The Queen. We will look at the
Queen’s life, family and homes she has in different parts of the United Kingdom. We will also compare the
life of Queen Elizabeth II to the life of Queen Victoria.
Music: This will link with our work on the seasons and will allow the children to explore and play tuned and
un-tuned instruments. They will listen to work by composers which has been influenced by the seasons and
weather. They will compose their own piece of music to represent weather and new growth in Spring.
P.E. The children will be concentrating on developing the 10 key fundamental skills. These skills are:
Overarm throw
Hopping

Skipping
Running fast

Jumping
Catching

Catching
Kicking a ball

Bouncing a ball
Underarm throw

Your help with ensuring all children have their P.E. kit in school is greatly appreciated. We also need your
help to ensure that children with hair longer than shoulder length have their hair tied back on P.E. days as
this can be a safety issue when we use apparatus. Please remember earrings should not be
worn at school for safety reasons, especially for P.E. lessons. Class 3 have P.E. on a
Wednesday and Friday and Class 4 on a Monday and Tuesday.
Homework: Please continue to hear your child read on a regular basis. Books will continue to
be changed on the set reading days. The children need to bring their books into school every day so they
can also read with adults in school. Unfortunately some children still forget to put their reading book in
the basket on reading book changing days and their books don’t always get changed when needed. Please
remind your children to do this.
Both year one classes are now completing their homework challenges each half term. Unfortunately some
children are not bringing their books back to school to show how they have completed the challenges.
Your help in completing your child’s homework is greatly appreciated and will help your child with their
learning in class. The class teachers mark the homework each week so please make sure your child brings
it in time to be marked and handed back out again on Friday.
We hope the above information is useful and thank you for your continued support.
The Year One Team.

