Welcome to Year One!
We hope you have all enjoyed a relaxing summer holidays and are now looking forward to all the exciting things we
will be doing in Year 1 this half term……..
As part of our transition we have continued our learning from the children’s move up day at the end of last year.
For our first week our learning was around the theme of ‘Mr Men and Little Miss’. We will then be starting our
brand new theme for the half term ‘Where do Animals live?’.
English:

Writing:
Our English work during this term will link with our half term theme of ‘Where do Animals live?’. We will be
reading stories written by the same author – stories such as ‘Lost and Found’ and ‘Up and Down’ by Oliver Jeffers,
looking at animal poems and information texts about prehistoric animals (dinosaurs). Throughout these units we
will be learning how to write:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Reading

Labels, lists and captions
Sentences that use capital letters at the start, full stops at the end and use commas in a list.
Sentences that use adjectives, joining words and sentence openers.
Letters using the cursive handwriting style and remembering how to write on the line as well as
remembering to leave gaps between our words.
Retell the stories they have read and will also use these stories to write their own.
Read and write animal poems to help develop their understanding of poetry, rhyme and rhythm.
Explore tenses that use ed, and ing endings.
Explore information texts about animals and learn how information in non-fiction books is presented to help
the reader.
Learn about the features of non-fiction texts and will write their own information pages for a class book
about different animals

The children will be developing their ability to become fluent, expressive readers and explore how to use their
knowledge of phonics and spelling patterns to achieve this. As in EYFS the children will be having a daily phonics
session. Over the next few weeks the children will be grouped according to the phonics phase they are working at
and will be practising their reading, writing and spelling of words.
The children will begin bringing spellings home to learn which will be linked to the words and phonemes they have
been learning in their phonics sessions. These spellings will be brought home on Fridays and tested the following
Friday. Your children will be shown how to learn spellings using a look, say, cover, write, check strategy.
At home you can help your child by:
•

listening to them read a variety of books, practise their spellings and by checking their homework.

•

developing your child’s handwriting style by practising their handwriting at home. We will be sending
handwriting practice sheets home over the next few weeks to help the children improve their handwriting.

Mathematics:

Number and place value: We will consolidate previous learning in EYFS and will develop our understanding of
number by counting to and beyond 100 both forwards in backwards from any given number. We will read, write and

order numbers to 100 and will practice writing the numbers to 20 in words. We will begin to explore tens and ones
and will use practical apparatus at school to help us with this. The children will practice counting in 1’s, 2’s, 5’s and
10’s both forwards and backwards on a daily basis. We will use the 100 square and number lines to help with our
counting and will continue to practice one more and one less of larger numbers.

Length, mass and weight: We will compare and describe lengths and heights and will begin to use centimetres and
metres to help us measure. The children will compare the weight of objects and will measure using kilograms and
grams.

Addition and subtraction: This will involve learning the number bonds to 10 and 20. For example, 4 + 6 = 10, 14 + 6
= 20, 3 + 7 = 10, 13 + 7 = 20. We will add and subtract one-digit and two-digit numbers to 20 (e.g. 2 + 13. 15 – 5) and
will solve simple problems using missing numbers.

2D and 3D shapes: Our shape/geometry work will involve learning the names of common 2-D and 3-D shapes and
exploring some of their properties. This will include exploring sides, corners, faces, edges.

BIG MATHS BEAT THAT!
During this half term the children will start to be involved in a weekly maths session called Big Maths, which will be
on Fridays. Big Maths involves children answering addition sums as well as number questions and is similar to a
mental arithmetic task. The children will begin bringing home maths sums called ‘Learn-its’ (something they have
looked at in EYFS). You can help your child by helping them to learn the maths ‘Learn-its’ (which are calculations),
practise adding pairs to ten (e.g. 6+4, 3+7) and to develop your child’s counting on and back from different numbers
in 1’s. 2’s, 5’s and 10’s. The children would also benefit from practising number formation at home as some digits
are written backwards.
Science: During the whole of year one, we focus on the seasons and how they change. We will explore how the
weather changes during the seasons and how it affects plant growth, looking at the particular changes in our school
grounds. In each half term we have additional Science themes to cover. The Science theme for this half-term is
‘Animals’ as is part of our theme for the half term. The children will explore different animals such as farm
animals, pets, and animals around the world. They will identify, name and compare common animals and will be
involved in classifying animals according to the group of animals they belong to. We will be exploring mammals,
fish, reptiles, amphibians and birds.
Computing: The children will learn how to log on to the school network and how to write their own codes using
Espresso software. The children will develop their skills in using the keyboard to type and the mouse to control
the computer using different programmes such as Espresso, Dazzle and Simple City.

The children will also have

the opportunity to use the computers through our theme work.
P.E. Our P.E. sessions will look at throwing and catching skills. We will look at how to throw and catch on our own,
in pairs and in groups. The children will develop their control and accuracy in throwing and catching and how to use
this in mini-games tasks. The children will also explore dance and will find out how to use their body to show
movements involving travelling, turning and gesture using The Mr Men as a stimulus.
Class 3’s P.E days are Tuesday and Wednesday

Class 4’s P.E. days are Monday and Tuesday

Please can you ensure your child remembers their P.E. kit at the start of each half-term. We would also be
grateful if you could check your child’s pumps when they bring their P.E. kit home to check they still fit and check
that all their kit is labelled clearly.
R.E. Our R.E. work this half term will focus on the Hindu religion. The children will explore the role of the Deity
in the Hindu tradition. They will learn about Hindu worship, family traditions and scriptures. The children will look
in detail at the Hindu God Ganesha and will explore Hindu beliefs.

Creative Curriculum: Our Creative Curriculum work will link with English, Maths and Science sessions as much as
possible. This term we will be developing the Science theme of ‘Where do Animals live?’ within our Creative
Curriculum lessons. The children will develop their geography skills further by looking at different habitats and
places in the world where animals live. They will explore hot and cold countries and their position in the world. The
children will use maps, atlases and globes to find countries and continents and what animals are usually found there.

Art: We will be exploring collage and the elements of colour, tone, shape and pattern. We will be exploring animal
prints and looking at animal skin patterns. We will be creating our own animal prints and practising our skills of
drawing a big cat (tiger/leopard).

Homework: As mentioned above we will begin sending spellings home on Fridays, to be tested the following Friday.
Please help your child to learn these.
Reading books will be changed on Monday and Friday but only if their diary is signed to show they have read. In
Year One your child will bring home between 1-2 books on a Friday and 2-4 books on a Monday. If your child
finishes their books before the changing day, please read the books again to develop reading fluency and
comprehension skills. Please listen to your child read as much as you can at home - this gives a chance for children
to practice the skills they are learning in daily phonics sessions.
We will also be sending home half termly challenges soon. These challenges need to be completed over the course
of the half term. Please make sure your child’s homework book is kept in your child’s bag as we will regularly check
to see if this is being completed. The final date for homework books to be handed in is Friday 12th October.
Secret Reader: The children really enjoyed having members of their family surprise them as a secret reader last
year so we have decided to continue this in Year 1. We will be doing this on a Thursday afternoon at 3:10pm. If
you are interested in doing this please let your child’s teacher know. The dates for this leading up to October half
term are as follows:
13th September
20th September
27th September
4th October
11th October
18th October

Useful dates for your diary
•

Meet the teacher – Wednesday 19th September at 6pm

•

Parents Evening – Tuesday 30th October from 3.45pm and Thursday 1st November from 6pm

Mrs Woods & Miss Simmons
The Year One Team

