Welcome back! We hope you have all had a lovely half term holiday and the children are well rested and ready for
this half term!
We are very pleased with how the children have settled into their new routines in Year One and hope to continue
with a happy and productive term.
English
Our work this half term will be linked, wherever possible, to our creative curriculum theme; ‘’Where’s the fire?’’
We will:
• Concentrate on speaking in full sentences and rehearse our sentences for writing out loud before we write
them down.
• Make sure we use a capital letter to start, a full stop to finish and finger spaces between each word.
• Recall specific information from non-fiction texts
• Write an information page about ‘The Great fire of London’ with simple text type features
• Write recounts of things we have done at home and at school.
• Listen to a range of poems and recognise and join in with language patterns and repetition (linked to our
theme)
• Write a poem based on our theme with simple structure, adding the suffix ‘ed’ to verbs within the poem.
• Read stories with repetitive patterns and identify the main characters within the stories.
• Write own version of a story that makes sense.
• Continue to read in small groups for Guided Reading sessions.
• Notice exclamation marks, question marks and commas in a list as we read, and begin to use these in our
writing.
• Practise joined cursive letters on the line with tails under the line when necessary.
• Work on the difference between upper and lower case letters and using alphabetical order.

•

Continue with daily phonics sessions for practising reading, writing and spelling of sounds and words .

You can help by continuing to listen to your child read their school book every night and sign their diary. You can
help by reading a variety of books with them at home, practising their spellings and by completing their homework
challenges. Please also practise reading, then spelling the first 100 words listed in the front of their reading diary.
You could also help your child develop their speed and neatness by practising cursive handwriting with them on a
regular basis.
Mathematics - Our work will follow the same pattern as last term: A new area for work each week alongside the
regular, daily practise of basic skills. The children will continue with their weekly Big Maths sessions and will bring
their completed sheet home for you to see during the following week.
We will:
• Read write and order numbers to 100.
• Count forwards and backwards in 1s from any number.
• Count in multiples of 2, 5 and 10.
• Learn to recall pairs of numbers which make 10 and 20 and the doubles and halves of number up to 10 + 10.
• Sort and sequence shapes, objects and numbers.
• Identify odd and even numbers.
• Find halves of shapes, objects or quantities and begin to recognise quarters of shapes.
• Recognise coins and understand their value e.g. a 10p coin is worth ten pennies.
• Add small amounts together.
• Sequence events in chronological order and use the terms morning, afternoon, evening, night.

• Record time in hours, minutes and seconds.
• Compare using the terms slower, faster, longer, shorter, earlier, later.
•
You can help by helping your child to tell the time on a clock with ‘hands’, in particular o’clock and half past the
hour. You can help by talking about coins as you use them, by exchanging coins for pennies and by adding together
three of four small value coins. Please also practise reading and writing numbers to 100, adding, doubling, halving
and recalling pairs to 10. In particular please practise the quick ‘recall’ section of sums. The children have to work
incredibly quickly to improve their scores so please practise ‘against the clock’! They have just 30 seconds.
Science – Seasons/Weather patterns – We will be spending this half term looking more closely at the season of
Autumn. We will be looking closely at the changes to the leaves and why this happens. We will also be looking at
trees more closely and looking at the leaves that match a particular tree and what the seed is. E.g. A conker
comes from a horse chestnut tree.
Computing – The children have practised logging on and off the computer using their own personal username. This
half term the children will learn how to write a recount about our visitor using software on the computer.
R.E. - Christianity – The children will develop their understanding of Christmas. We will read and explore the
nativity story and Christian beliefs about Christmas.
Creative Curriculum - Remembrance Day – We will focus on the sacrifices made by many in wars from the World
War I to the present day. We will look at the poppy as a symbol of remembrance.
Where’s the fire? - The children will be involved in exploring and finding out about ‘The Great Fire of London’.
They will be looking at and recognising the distinction between past and present (e.g. houses in 1666 and now) and
identifying some similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods. The children will also be
finding out about some people like Samuel Pepys and know where they fit into a chronological framework by suing
language such as before, after, a long time ago. The children will also be asking and answering a lot of questions
through observing and using a variety of different sources.
Design Technology - The children will explore different mechanisms that are used to create moving pictures.
They will experiment with different levers and sliders and find different ways of making things move. The
children will then design and create their own moving picture to illustrate ‘The Great Fire of London’ e.g. a picture
with moving parts to illustrate a burning building (flame moving)
P.E. - Gymnastics and games –
This term we will continue to develop throwing and catching skills by applying them in small sided games. Children
will learn how to mark in simple tag games and to co-operate with others. The children will also be involved in
developing their skill in gymnastics. You can help by ensuring your child remembers their P.E kit as unfortunately
we do not have much spare kit in school. We would also be grateful if you could check whether your child’s pumps
fit properly when they bring their P.E. kit home at the end of each half term. Please ensure girls have their hair
tied back for PE and all jewellery is removed.
Class 3’s P.E days for this half term are Mondays and Wednesdays.
Class 4’s P.E days for this half term are Mondays and Fridays.

Music - Exploring Instruments - The children will explore the sounds they can make using instruments. They will
copy and invent rhythms and link these together to create short ‘pieces’. They will learn about some of the
instruments of the orchestra linked to our ‘Materials’ work. They will be preparing for our Christmas Sing-a-long –
details to follow.

Homework
We will:
• Continue to send spellings home linked to phonics teaching and some will have common words to learn
• Change reading books on a Monday and a Friday – Please make sure these are in their bag each day.
• Send a homework book with challenges for the half term to complete.
You can help by practising spellings on a regular basis and encouraging your child to write these into complete
sentences as this practises handwriting, spelling, punctuation and grammar skills. Please read every day with your
child and send the reading book and diary into school every day… even if you have not read at home!

Contribution
To continue to provide the children with exciting opportunities and environments we would be very grateful for a
contribution of £2.50 for the half term. This money would be used to buy resources to create a stimulating role
play area and pay towards other purchases for activities within the classroom.
Secret Reader: The children really enjoyed having members of their family surprise them as a secret reader last
year so we have decided to continue this in Year 1. We will be doing this on a Thursday afternoon at 3:10pm. If
you are interested in doing this please let your child’s teacher know. The dates for this half term are as follows:
1st November, 8th November, 15th November, 22nd November, 29th November and 6th December
Visitor to school
On Thursday 29th November we are having some special visitors come into school to teach the Year 1 children all
about the Great Fire of London as part of our topic lessons. We will be travelling back in time to 1666 looking at
the houses, learning how the fire started, singing songs and getting dressed up. The teachers unfortunately catch
the plague but the Plague doctor will hopefully make them better! Letters about this visit will be sent home with
the curriculum letter.
Dates for your diary:
Thursday 29th November – Great Fire of London Workshop
Monday 3rd December – Christmas Fayre
Thursday 13th December, 2.30pm & 6.00pm Key Stage 1 Production
Wednesday 19th December - Year 1 Christmas Party
Friday 21st December – End of term
We hope this information will be useful. If you have any questions, please come and see us.
Many thanks,

Mrs Woods, Miss Simmons & The Year One Team

