Autumn Term 1 - 2016
Welcome to Year 2. We are pleased to say that the children have settled back
into the school routine and are working hard in their new classes.
The following is an outline of what we will be doing during this half term:
Literacy
Our Literacy work this term will link to our creative curriculum theme of ‘Heroes
and Villains’. We will explore information texts about Guy Fawkes and we will
write our own information texts about famous historical figures. We will explore
stories involving superheroes and everyday heroes. We will also look at how
characters are portrayed in stories, story themes and settings. The children will
explore the language used to sequence time in stories and develop the use of
capital letters and full stops in sentence writing. We will also develop our cursive
handwriting. The children will continue their daily phonics sessions and they
will also focus on the different ways of spelling the long vowel phonemes.
Home reading
The children will have the opportunity to change their home reading book every
day in Year 2; all that we require is a signature from an adult in their Home
Reading Diary. Books that have been signed will be changed. Please make sure
that your child brings their home reading book and Home Reading Diary into
School every day; we would like to see books being changed at least once per
week (but hopefully more often).
Spellings
In Year 2 we have three spelling groups. Your child will bring home spellings
every Friday in order to learn them for a quick test on the following Friday.
Spare copies of the spellings that we give out are on the Year 2 section of the
Queen’s Drive website (in the ‘Blog’ towards the bottom of the page). The
spellings are usually linked to the work that we are doing in our Phonics
sessions. Any spellings which are highlighted in yellow are high frequency
words and it is imperative that the children read these and spell these correctly
in Year 2 and beyond.
Maths
We will learn about the properties of numbers up to and beyond 100, write
numbers in both figures and words and count on and back from 2-digit numbers
in twos, fives and tens. We will be practising strategies of addition and
subtraction and explaining how we reached an answer. To develop children’s
problem solving skills we will be tackling a range of mathematical puzzles and
problems. We will be working with 2D and 3D shapes, naming them, exploring
patterns and sequences and looking at their properties. You can help your child
by counting with them and practising quick fire addition and subtraction. The
‘coathanger and pegs’ approach to learning number bonds to 10 and then to 20

is an easy way to practise this key maths skill (this video shows the idea being
used in a lesson https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OkW1Y11tGxw ).
Science: Plants/Living Things
Class 6 and Class 7 will be looking at parts of plants and they will also be
learning how plants need certain conditions to grow. The children will also be
recording their observations and planning their own fair test experiments. Class
5 will be looking at living things and their habitats in this half term. The children
will explore the idea that all living things have certain characteristics that are
essential to keeping them alive and healthy. Class 5 will study plants in Spring.
Computing
The children will be learning ways to keep safe online and they will also be
learning about real world uses of Computing. We will also be using an app
called Scratch Jr to do some coding. Scratch Jr is a free app and is available on
Apple and Android devices if you would like to use it at home.
PSHE
We will consider the importance of relationships and how we make and maintain
positive friendships. The children will act out some situations to understand to
how best deal with any conflicts and consider the best forms of action to take to
ensure positive outcomes.
Music
Mrs Kearvell will be exploring long and short sounds with the children. They will
also be able to identify short and long sounds through listening and singing.
Year 2 will be introduced to simple musical notation such as minim, crochet and
rest. Class 5 will be doing their music this year with Miss Wood.
R.E.
During our RE sessions this half term we will study the customs and traditions of
Islam. We will also explore the importance of prayer in the Muslim religion.
Creative Curriculum
As mentioned above the children will be looking at ‘Heroes and Villains’ for the
whole of the Autumn Term. Our work will link across the subjects of History,
Geography, Art and Design, and Design and Technology. Our History work will
involve looking at significant heroes and villains of the past and we will study
Guy Fawkes in detail. During our discussions we will be talking about the
‘British Values’ of individual liberty, tolerance, the rule of law and mutual
respect. The Geography focus will look at recognising the continents and oceans.
We will explore the work of Nick Park, of Wallace and Gromit fame, in our Art
and Design lessons and will be sculpting our own characters in his style. Our

Design and Technology work will involve children designing and making their
own superhero moving vehicles.
Homework
Spellings will usually be given on Friday and will be tested the following Friday.
Homework will also be given on Friday to be returned on the following Friday.
Please make sure that work is neat and completed in pencil. Please encourage
your child to take responsibility for completing their own homework and
returning it on time. Homework instructions and help videos for parents are
always put onto our Year 2 section of the School website each week.

P.E.
The games skills will be throwing and catching and during gymnastics the
children will be creating a movement sequence. Please could you see that your
child has their complete P.E. kit, including pumps or trainers that fit correctly.
Earrings and jewellery should not be worn for P.E. and it would be greatly
appreciated if earrings and other jewellery could not be worn at all on P.E. days.
Purple Mash
https://www.purplemash.com/sch/queens-pr2
The children will use the Purple Mash website for some parts of their work this
year. Your child will have a username and password in their diary so that they
can also use it at home if they wish. Purple Mash works on laptops and PCs and
most of the content will also work on tablet computers.
We look forward to working with you to achieve the best outcomes for your child
this year. We hope the information on this letter and on the School website will
be useful. There will be a meeting for Year 2 parents at 6pm – 7pm on Monday
19th September in the Infant Hall. We will outline the important assessment
procedures in Year 2 and we will also be discussing some other ideas that will
help your child this year.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch with us.
Best wishes

Mr Lickley, Miss Critchley, Miss Wood and Mrs Deluce
Year 2 Teachers

