Autumn Term 1- 2018
Welcome back to a new school year. We are very excited to be working with the children in Year 2 and
we will hopefully meet you all soon, if we haven’t already done so, as we will be hosting a Year 2 Parent
Meeting where we discuss some of the work that is done in Year 2 and the routines that we have. This
meeting will take place on Wednesday 19th September, 6pm-7pm, in the KS1 Hall. We will also have
chance to answer any questions that you may have about your child’s new year group.
The following letter is updated and sent out each half term so that you know what your child will be
doing on their learning journey. Our theme for this half term is titled ‘The Place Where I Live’.

Maths
During Maths this half term the children will be looking at the number system in the first week; this
includes writing numbers to at least 100 in figures and words and recognising the place value of each
digit. To help with this we will be using a 3-part number line, so that the children get used to seeing the
numbers represented in different ways (in Year 2 we often draw numbers as tens and ones as this gives
us a good visual idea of how much numbers are worth.)
An example of what this looks like is below:

15
fifteen

16
sixteen

17
seventeen

After place value we will also look at addition and subtraction methods, length, mass and geometry in
this half term. We will put help videos onto the school website showing how we do arithmetic methods
in Year 2, so that you can use the same methods at home [we also explain to the children that grown
ups may use a different method, and they themselves will move onto other methods as they get older…
it doesn’t mean that the grown up is doing it ‘wrong’ if they work something out in a different way!]

English
In English this half term we will be looking at the story ‘A Lion in the Meadow’ by Margaret Mahey and
we will be writing our own version of a story with a familiar setting. We will also look at the story of
‘The Jolly Postman’ by Janet and Alan Ahlberg and this will help us to write our own letters. We will be
writing non-chronological reports about our local area and this will link to our overarching theme for the
half term which is titled ‘Where I Live’. The children will also be looking at and writing their own poems
based upon the theme of ‘school’.

During all writing opportunities we will be demonstrating how to join up handwriting so that tall letters
(such as ‘t’ and ‘h’) are larger than smaller letters (such as ‘e’ and ‘a’), and we will also practise the use
of sentence punctuation, especially capital letters, full stops and question marks.
In Year 2, the children have the opportunity to change their reading book on a daily basis; all you need
to do is sign their reading diary and include a comment. We will be giving out some bookmarks which
include questions and prompts that adults can use when a child is reading a book, and these are level
specific, so that the prompts and questions on a ‘Yellow’ level book are different from those on a ‘Lime’
level book. Regular reading and book discussion are still the best ways to help your child, as regular
readers gain confidence in all areas of the curriculum and an understanding of life that permeates far
beyond the school gates.

Science
In this half term we will look at the science topic of ‘materials’. We will focus on the following scientific
enquiries:
Observation over time - How long does it take water to soak through different fabrics?
Similarities, differences and patterns - Find similarities and differences between metal, wooden and
plastic spoons.
Grouping and classifying - Compare sort and group materials into plastic, wood, glass, metal or rock by
their simple physical properties.
Comparative test - Testing the best material to make or repair an umbrella (which materials are
waterproof? Which materials are non-water proof?)

Computing
During our Computing sessions this half term the children will be issued with their own unique
username and password which will allow them to access the Purple Mash website. We put a copy of
this information into your child’s home reading diary. We will be using Purple Mash to design our own
3D maze game and we will also use it to present information about our local area.

PE
PE sessions take place twice a week. Please make sure that your child has their full PE kit in school at all
times and sports shoes or pumps that fit correctly. We would also like to remind parents that children
should not wear ear rings, especially on PE days as this may prevent them from participation if they
cannot be taken out. On Thursdays, Year 2 children will work alongside sports coaches from PNE as well
as their class teachers. The focus in PE during this half term is developing ball skills that can be used in
team games.

Geography
In Geography we will be describing play areas near to where we live and researching these using maps.
We will also be doing some fieldwork in the local area, looking at litter, noise pollution (which we will
measure using a data logger) and safe ways to get to local amenities.

Art & Design
During our locality walk we will take photographs of local buildings and we will sketch these. We will
then design printing blocks of the buildings which will be used to create printed pictures.

History
In History, we will be looking at ways in which the school has changed since it was built. We will also
research games that were played in playgrounds in the past and ‘hot-seat’ characters who played games
in different eras.

RE
Our focus religion in RE for this half term is Islam. During the work that the children do they will learn
about the importance of prayer and different ways in which religions worship.

Music
In Music lessons the children will be exploring sounds to do with animals and weather, and they will be
playing untuned instruments.

PSHE
In this half term we look at ways in which we can keep safe, and this is also linked to keeping safe online.
We will use stories and focus on the safe and unsafe behaviour of the characters.
In Year 2 we often do not ask children to put their hands up to answer questions during discussions;
instead we offer all children thinking time and then children are chosen randomly (via named lolly pop
sticks). Children are also encouraged to ‘agree’, ‘build upon’ or ‘challenge’ previous answers. We like
this approach to discussions as it provides the expectation that everyone has to join in and become
involved in their own learning, whilst it also encourages children to listen to others so that they can
comment on their answers.
We have two Teaching Assistants who regularly work with us in Year 2 and they are Mrs Barraclough
and Miss Sheikh. Mrs Kearvell also works with Year 2, usually doing RE and Music each week, and Mrs
Boomer works alongside some children offering additional language support.
Make sure that you check the Year 2 section of the School website
(http://queensdriveschool.co.uk/classes/year-2/) for the latest information about the year group; this
will include homework instructions, which are updated online each week. If you have any further
questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us. We look forward to working in partnership with you to
achieve the best outcomes for your child.
Best wishes
Mr Lickley and Miss Wood

Year 2 Teachers

