Autumn Term 2nd half, 2018
We were pleased to meet most of you at the recent Parents’ Evenings to discuss your child’s progress so
far in Year 2. The children have settled into their new year group and are enjoying learning about new
topics.
The following letter is updated and sent out each half term so that you know what your child will be
doing on their learning journey. Our theme for this half term is titled ‘Fighting Fit’.
Maths
During Maths this half term the children will be looking at drawing arrays to work out multiplication
questions, looking at statistics, exploring 3-d shape, and comparing and ordering measurements. We
will also be using base ten apparatus to help us to add and subtract two digit numbers. You can help the
children at home by learning the 2, 5 and 10 times tables off by heart, including associated division facts.
It is often useful to view the facts as related numbers in a diagram such as the one below, pointing at
the numbers as you say each fact:
Two times five equals
ten…

English

Five times two equals
ten…

Ten divided by two
equals five…

Ten divided by five
equals two…
In English this half term we will be looking at instructional writing, poetry and traditional tales with a
twist. The children will be planning out stories using the ‘talk for writing’ story maps and this will help
them to write longer pieces of work.
During all writing opportunities we will be demonstrating how to join up handwriting so that tall letters
(such as ‘l’ and ‘h’) are larger than smaller letters (such as ‘e’ and ‘a’), and we will also practise the use of
sentence punctuation, especially capital letters, full stops and question marks.
In Year 2, the children have the opportunity to change their reading book on a daily basis; all you need
to do is sign their reading diary and include a comment if you wish. We will be giving out some
bookmarks which include questions and prompts that adults can use when a child is reading a book, and
these are level specific, so that the prompts and questions on a ‘Yellow’ level book are different from
those on a ‘Lime’ level book. Regular reading and book discussion are still the best ways to help your
child, as regular readers gain confidence in all areas of the curriculum and an understanding of life that
permeates far beyond the school gates.

Science
In this half term we will look at the science topic of ‘animals, including humans’. We will focus on the
following scientific enquiries:
•
•
•
•

Do the tallest people have the longest legs?
Can older children write faster?
Which drinks contain the most sugar?
Why do we need to wash our hands?

Computing
During our Computing sessions this half term the children will be using Purple Mash to learn how to
send communications electronically via email. The Purple Mash portal provides a safe environment
through which to learn about this form of communication.
PE
PE sessions take place twice a week. Please make sure that your child has their full PE kit in school at all
times and sports shoes or pumps that fit correctly. We would also like to remind parents that children
should not wear ear rings, especially on PE days as this may prevent them from participation if they
cannot be taken out. We will continue to work with Jack, the coach from PNE, this half term looking at
athletics.
Art and Design
During our ‘Fighting Fit’ topic the children will be drawing humans, making sure that they get arms, legs,
heads and torsos in proportion. They will also be making clay sculptures of athletic poses.
History
In History we will be learning about the life of a significant person from the past: Guy Fawkes. We will
explore timelines and chronology and think of reasons why Guy Fawkes is remembered today.
RE
RE this half term will focus on how Christians celebrate Christmas.
Music
In Music this half term the children will be learning about tempo, timbre and texture. They will be
paying particular attention to Latin music.
PSHE
The PSHE focus this term is thinking about making healthy lifestyle choices and we will also look at
keeping safe online. We will read the story of ‘Troll Stinks’ by Jeanne Willis which explores what
happens when characters send unkind messages to each other.
We will also be doing a Christmas Performance in KS1 this year and we will give you more details about
that in the near future.

If you have any further questions, please don’t hesitate to contact us, either before or after school or via
email. We look forward to working in partnership with you to achieve the best outcomes for your child.
Best wishes
Mr Lickley and Miss Wood
Year 2 Teachers

