Queen’s Drive Primary School
DREAM, BELIEVE, ACHIEVE
Year 3 Curriculum Letter – Autumn Second Half Term
Welcome to our second topic letter. This half term we will be covering a wide range of
topics in the lessons stated below. If there are any queries or worries please come and
speak to us after or before school and we will be happy to help.

English
In English we will be starting with the topic of play scripts. This will be linked to our theme
topic of Stone Age using ‘The Croods’ and also DT where we will be making puppets.
We will then be moving onto shape poetry with a winter theme and then recounts linking to
diary entries.
Year 3 spelling programme focuses on strategies and ways to tackle hard spellings. These
will usually be given out at the start of each half-term and tested at the end. The spelling
focus will be past tense ‘ed’ endings.
You can help by: Helping your child to learn your child’s spellings each week.
Reading
Year 3 are going to be focusing on comprehension this term. Understanding what they have
read is an important skill. It is important that children can practise their reading regularly at
home and all children benefit from being able to discuss what they have read. For example:
discuss the plot of the story, describe characters and how they are feeling, predicting the
end of the story, and retrieving information. Please sign when your child has read the book
and comments on your child’s reading are very welcome.
You can help by: hearing your child read every night and write in their reading diaries their
progress.
Maths
In maths we will be concentrating on mental calculation, then multiplication
using the grid method and starting to look at different division strategies.
We then move onto telling the time and finishing with 3D shape.
You can help your child to revise 2x 3x 4x 5x 8x and 10x tables by
encouraging your child to chant them whenever possible, in the car, going
up stairs, anywhere!
Science
In Science the children will be learning about Light and Shadow. We will be looking at light
sources and where they come from. Our science skills investigations will also be linked to
this topic. We will be visiting Illuminasia in Blackpool for our trip in mid-December. We will
also set a project for homework to make a puppet shadow theatre.
Music
This half term we will focus on singing songs linked to Christmas. We will be listening to a
variety of music. We will also be looking at the instruments found in the orchestra and
looking and listening to the different families of instruments. We will play musical games to
help children identify the beat and perform rhythms whilst listening to different genres of
music.

Topic Theme (History, Geography, Art and D.T.)
Our topic is carrying on with researching and learning about the Stone Age to Iron Age. We
will focus on Bronze Age and Iron Age and moving through history. We will be making Stone
Age puppets in DT and looking at Stone Henge for Art.
I.C.T.
During this half term children learn about coding. We still focus on the golden rules when
working on the internet and how to surf safely. Children may also be asked to complete
some of their homework on the computer at times during the year.
R.E.
In R.E. the children will learn about the Christian belief in a creator God who is active in the
world redeeming it. We will study the Christmas stories and research Christian charity work,
especially that which takes place around Christmas. This understanding will be linked to
Enterprise week where the children will use their skills to create a product to help raise
charity money.
P.E. and Games
In P.E., the children will be focusing on Gym and indoor athletics. The kit remains the same
and should be in school at all times. Children need shorts for gym as long pants can be
dangerous on equipment. Children are advised to bring a blue tracksuit top or sweatshirt in
case of outdoor games during winter months.
You can help by: Please ensure that all the children’s kit is labelled clearly with their name
and class number. No earrings please.
P.S.H.E.
This half term PSHE will be linked to Anti Bullying.
An Anti- Bullying theme week will take place across
the school and activities on friendship will be
continued throughout the half term.
MFL: Modern Foreign Languages this term will continue as French and the children will be
learning language connected to the topic of ‘All about me.’ The number system will be
recapped as well as learning names for family members, age and how to greet others.
Homework
Each week children will be given homework on a Friday and is to be handed in by the
following Thursday. This homework is to be completed in their hardback homework books. If
homework is not completed then they are expected to complete it in their free time during
school hours.
Final Note
As children come into Key Stage 2, they are expected to become more independent and look
after their belongings carefully. We would really appreciate the support of parents on this
matter, as it is integral to school life. Please make sure all your child’s belongings are
labelled with their name and class.
Thank you for taking your time to read this letter. If you have any queries, please do not
hesitate to contact us.
Miss Till and Miss Fuller.

