Year 3 Curriculum Letter – Autumn Second Half Term

We were really pleased with how well the children settled into junior life last half
term. Hopefully, they have had a good rest over the holidays and are ready to
learn lots of exciting new things during the second part of the term. Our
overarching theme is “Healthy Humans” and through the different curriculum
subjects, the children will consider why it is important to keep healthy and what
choices they can make for a healthy lifestyle.
English
In English we will be studying the novel “The Firework Makers Daughter” by
Phillip Pullman. The book is a children's adventure story where the main character
undertakes a quest to prove herself. The children will identify key events and
raise, discuss and answer questions about characters and setting. They will use
drama techniques and gather evidence from the text to justify opinions. The
children will write an innovated story based on the plot of the book.
The focus for our non-fiction work will be persuasive letters. The children will read
a variety of persuasive letters and identify the key points, audience and purpose.
They will learn how to layout a letter and how to organise their points into
paragraphs. The unit will conclude with them writing a persuasive letter about the
importance of healthy eating.
Finally in English, we will study poems with a structure. The children will enjoy reading
and performing a variety of poems with expression and intonation. They will collect
vocabulary and ideas that reflect a theme and write their own poem with a structure.
You can help by: Helping your child to learn their spellings each week.
Listen to your child read for ten minutes per night and ask questions about what they
have read.
Maths
In maths there will be a strong focus on learning multiplication facts. We
will build upon the times tables learnt in Key Stage One and introduce the
3,4 and 8 times tables. Good times-tables knowledge is vital as they’re the
building blocks for many of the topics children learn in KS2, such as division,
long multiplication, fractions and percentages. The children will also learn
some written methods for multiplying and dividing bigger numbers.
During this half term the children will also learn about time and 3d shape.
You can help by: Assisting your child with learning their times table facts and
practising them frequently.
Pointing out clocks on a daily basis and helping your child to read the time to the nearest
5 minutes.
Science
As part of our Healthy Humans theme, the children will identify that
animals, including humans, need the right types and amount of nutrition from
what they eat to stay fit and healthy. They will gain an understanding about
how to achieve a balanced diet of foods chosen from different food groups
and about making healthy choices. The children will learn that regular and
varied exercise is beneficial to health
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The focus will be on food and the children will design, make and evaluate a
super salad. As part of their learning, the children investigate existing
products and think about where the ingredients come from as well as
nutritional value. They will analyse the taste, texture, smell and appearance of a
range of foods. They will design their own super salad and plan the sequence of
actions needed to make their dish. During the making stage, they will select
from a range of tools for preparing ingredients and use those tools safely. After they
have samples their salad, the children will consider and explain how the finished product
could be improved.
Art
In art, the children will develop their drawing, collaging and paper-mâché skills.
They will then moving onto pastel. Once they are confident with drawing fruit,
they will then design and produce a fruit collage. We will end the unit by creating
paper-mâché bowls with a fruit design.
You can help by: Sending in old magazines, catalogues and holiday brochures for
the children to use in the collages.
R.E.
In R.E. the children will learn about the Christian festival of Christmas. After
revisiting the Christmas story, the children will consider how the story alters the
way in which Christians treat others at this time of year. The children will research
a Christian charity and the work they do at Christmas. Throughout the unit, the
children will search for their own personal meaning and consider how they could
help others through charitable actions.
P.E. and Games
In P.E., the children will be focusing on dance and invasion games. The kit remains the
same and should be in school at all times. Children are advised to bring a plain blue
tracksuit as we will still continue to take part in outdoor games during winter months.
You can help by: Please ensure that all the children’s kit is labelled clearly with their
name and class number. No earrings please.
P.S.H.E.
This half term PSHE will be linked to main theme with the children considering how they
can live a healthy lifestyle. We will also be taking part in a variety of activities for Anti
Bullying Week between the 11th MFL: Modern Foreign Languages this term will be French and the children will be
learning language connected to the topic of ‘All about me.’ The number system and
greeting will be a focus as well as how to pronounce in French.
Homework
Each week children will be given homework on a Friday and is to be handed in by the
following Thursday. This homework is to be completed in their hardback homework
books or sometimes on the My Maths website. If homework is not completed then they
are expected to complete it in their free time during school hours.
Final Note
As children come into Key Stage 2, they are expected to become more independent and
look after their belongings carefully. We would really appreciate the support of parents
on this matter, as it is integral to school life. Please make sure all your child’s belongings
are labelled with their name and class.

Thank you for taking your time to read this letter. If you have any queries, please do
not hesitate to contact us.
Mrs Snape, Mrs Deluce and Mr Pearce.

