Year 5 – Curriculum Letter - Autumn 2017
A very warm welcome to all children, parents and friends and here’s to a successful Year 5.

During this term, the children will read and re-enact a range of Greek myths and legends. This will be used as
inspiration for their writing. The main purpose for writing will be to persuade. Alongside our regular reading we
will be learning about the adventures of CUPPA. A young boy called Chris, who is presented with a number of
challenges, learns to deal with these with a positive mindset to ensure the best outcomes. Our children will
journey along with him and learn the most efficient ways in dealing with unfamiliar situations, thus increasing
their resilience, growth mindset and confidence to realise their full potential. We do this in preparation for
Year 6 and becoming a teenager.
Helpful Hint -Could you read a novel as a family at home during the winter months? Children gain so much from
sharing stories with loved ones. Take turns reading aloud, using funny voices and acting out scenes from the
story.

In Maths we will be focussing on a variety of mathematical concepts. We will tackle complex problems and apply
them to real life situations using larger numbers than in previous years. Firstly, the children will recap place
value, looking at the amount each digit within a number is worth, and will be partitioning the numbers to
demonstrate their understanding of place value with both whole numbers and decimal numbers. Decimals, as well
as negative numbers, will have a bigger focus this half term. Children will practise placing different numbers and
digits onto number lines, as well as ordering both decimal and negative numbers. We will work on different
written and mental methods to add, subtract, multiply and divide; discussing which methods are more
appropriate for different problems. This term, there is more emphasis on applying learnt concepts to different
situations and children will be completing a lot of word problems and investigations to stretch their learning
further. A large emphasis will continue to be placed on Mental Arithmetic strategies. Your child will continue
using ‘Big Maths’ as a competitive resource to beat their best scores. Mental maths skills contribute
significantly to their understanding and progress throughout their school life so repetition and practise is
essential.
Helpful Hint - Please help your child to keep their times tables sharp, including the related division facts. They
will be tested on these regularly and this will help them when problem solving in maths.

In Science, we will be looking at the human body and its functions. We will discuss the life cycle
of humans and their different stages in life. We will be looking at the changes in the body
throughout life, and this will have a focus on the body growing up, and will be closely linked to
the PSHCE topic of puberty. In addition, we will study the different bodily functions and
observe how the human body works. We will look at the circulatory system and the digestion system, looking at
diagrams and videos.

Computing
The children will research information related to the study of Ancient Greece. They will use a range of checks
and measures to ensure that information gathered is factually correct. They will evaluate their findings and
check accuracy. To present their findings, children will use the medium of Powerpoint and develop their word

processing and presentational skills. In addition to this, children will be having a master-class in ‘Book Creator’
and ‘Explain Everything’ using the ipads, linked again to Ancient Greece.

French
In French the children will learn all about how to say a range of different sporting activities and state their
preferences. They will also read, respond and write questions for their peers to and create extended
conversations in French.

PE
This half term the children will be developing their physical skills in Hockey, Swimming and Netball. Class
13 will begin with the swimming sessions that will run through until February 2017. The kit remains the
same and should be in school at all times. For outdoor sessions, it is strongly recommended that your child
uses training shoes along with the usual PE kit. Tracksuits are permitted for those children who want to
wear them if the weather is cool. Please ensure that all the children’s kit is labelled clearly with their name
and class number.

Theme – Ancient Greece
Fasten your seatbelts as we head to Greece in our theme work. The children will
discover
the lasting influence of the Ancient Greeks on the western world. They will
investigate the timeline and four main periods of the Greek Empire. Using a variety of
historical sources, the children will learn about trading, lifestyle and clothing, and
study
key Ancient Greek buildings. They will learn about the roles and rights of free men,
women,
children and slaves in Ancient Greece and research democracy. In the geography strand of the unit, the
children will name and locate, cities, regions and features of Greece and find similarities and difference with
the UK.

RE
Our RE focus this half term is Islam. In this unit, pupils will examine the status and role of the Qur’an.
Opportunities will be provided for pupils to consider how the Qur’an supports daily life. The children will be
encouraged to make links with issues of decision making and guidance in their lives. Children are more than
welcome to bring in any objects or books to share with their peers.

Homework
Homework will be given out on Friday and is due in no later than the following Friday. Homework will be a variety
of written work, research, online learning and project work. Children will be given spellings each Friday and
must learn these for a test a week later. It is expected that children read every night. This can be to an adult
or done independently. Please check that they have finished a book by asking relevant questions and sign this
off in their diaries.
If you have any questions about anything then please come and see us any time in school.
Thanks for reading!

Ms Ahmed, Mrs Deluce and Mr Noblet

