Queen’s Drive Primary School
Year 5 Curriculum Letter – Autumn Term (2) 2017

In English studies Year 5 will begin the half term with persuasion texts and the features
and layout necessary to produce an effective article to persuade the reader of a
magazine. The children will also be learning about stories from different cultures and time
periods and this will link with our visit to the cinema. The children will be looking at classic
narrative poetry with a focus on the fantastic poem “The Highwayman” by Alfred Noyes.
We will introduce the pupils to the historical context of the poem and the characters and
setting. They will develop an understanding of the poem and plot the main events. Children
will also look closely at unfamiliar language and investigate word meanings. There will be
plenty of drama opportunities as the children will work in role to explore some of the
complex issues within the poem and put themselves into the shoes of the main characters.
The children will continue to study Year 5 spelling objectives and develop strategies to
tackle ‘tricky’ spellings. Spellings are given out and tested on a Friday and spelling
activities linked to the week’s list will be regularly given as a weekly homework activity.

To Help at Home - Please test your child regularly on the spellings and encourage them to use the
‘menu’ to choose a different spelling activity each week. Reading a ‘classic’ piece of fiction together
would also help enormously.

In Mathematics this term we will begin the term by extending our knowledge and skills of
multiplication and division. We will learn the terms: multiples, factors, square numbers and prime
numbers and how we use our multiplication and division facts to determine these types of
numbers. We will learn how to multiply and divide larger numbers drawing on known facts. We
will conclude this topic of maths by solving problems using our knowledge of factors, multiples,
square numbers and cubes.
We will then love onto solving division problems. Children will learn how to divide upto 4 digit
numbers by 1 digit using formal written methods. Children will learn to choose appropriate
methods when solving calculations (using recall a known fact, calculate mentally, use a jotting or
formal written method). Children will then explore the relationship between division and
fractions. Identifying, name and write equivalent fractions will be a key focus in the topic, along
with comparing and ordering fractions with linked denominators. Children will apply their fraction
knowledge to matching decimals and complete the topic by solving real life fractions problems.
We will continue to learn about multiplication when calculating and comparing area of regular and
irregular shapes. We will learn to multiply up to 4 digits by 1 or 2 digits using formal written
methods.
In statistics and measures we will focus on time. Children will be expected to read to time in 12
and/or 24 hour clocks (analogue and digital) and solve problems involving time conversion and
interpreting timetables.

To Help at Home - Please help your child to keep their times tables sharp, including the related
division facts. Times tables cards at the ready! Use MyMaths and Mathletics regularly.

In science there will be a focus on the properties and changes of materials. The children will
revise the three states of matter and properties such as electrical conductivity, and magnetism.
The term “solubility” will be introduced and they will investigate this property using salt, sugar
and water. The children will look at thermal conductivity and carry out an enquiry with insulators
for warm water and cold ice cream! They will know that some changes are irreversible and
develop their enquiry skills by carrying out an experiment into rusty nails.

We will continue with our study of Ancient Greece, considering the impact of this civilisation on
our lives today. We will link our knowledge of history with writing opportunities and the children
will produce brochures for visiting ancient Greece. The children have produced some fabulous
pieces of work at home linked to our theme work and this will continue until the end of the term.
Our Design Technology unit will be on the theme of food and will focus on producing an original
menu and dishes which could have featured during the ancient Greek period. Our art focus will
be screen printing using Greek pottery and mythical creatures as our focus.

This half term the children continue with their on-going skills linked to beat and pulse linked with
progressive activities in tone, pitch, breathing and rhythm. In music lessons we will be looking at songs
from popular song culture. The children will learn to recognise styles of music and their indicators. They
will learn to sing with understanding and musicality. Children will explore melody composition and how to
work together in an ensemble.

During computing lessons we will be developing the children’s understanding of technological terminology
such as words like ‘debugging, algorithms, decomposition, etc.’ The children will control an external
device, made from Lego using computer code that the children will write. There will also be further
opportunities to develop the children’s coding skills over the next six weeks. This can be practised at
home using Espresso Coding.

Our RE theme this half term is “Purpose”. The children will learn that a covenant is a binding
promise and begin to understand that, for Christians, Jesus is evidence of God fulfilling a
covenant with humankind. Opportunities will be provided for pupils to reflect on and respond to
issues of purpose in their lives.

This half term the children will be developing their physical skills in Athletics. The children will
participate in activities such as standing long jump, triple jump, sprinting, chest throwing, speed bounce
and javelin. PE kits need to be in school each week and trainers are advised for these activities. We will
aim to develop the children’s techniques and general fitness so that they can improve upon their
personal best scores. Class 13 will continue to swim and need to bring along with their usual swimming
kits a pair of shorts and t shirt wear during life-saving skills.

The children will receive homework on a weekly basis. It will be handed out on a Friday and is expected
to be handed in no later than the following Thursday. Please encourage your children to maintain the
high standards of presentation we expect with their school work in their homework books. Each week,
the children will receive one piece of English homework and one piece of maths to be completed in their
books, in addition to learning the weekly spelling list and daily home reading. Any questions please ask.

Mr Noblet, Miss Ahmed and Mrs Deluce.

Medicines in school
Please could we remind you that we are only able to administer medication in
school after a consent form has been completed. This includes any creams, drops
or medicines. These must be delivered to the office, not the class teachers and,
for safeguarding reasons, must not be sent in with the children or kept in their
bags. Thank you for your understanding.

