Year 5 - Summer Term 2018
This year has gone so quickly and we are now in the final half term of the year! This half term is an
action packed term with many additional activities and events taking place to enrich the curriculum
before the children move on to Year 6!

Developing a link between our Extreme Earth theme work and English, the children will be creating their own
information texts linked to Extreme Earth. The information books will include a range of non-fiction texts
types. This gives our Year 5’s the chance to demonstrate their writing skills by using a variety of writing
techniques and styles appropriate to the text type they are writing in for example newspaper report, discussion
text, or non-chronological report. Each class will also be studying their own class novel and completing a range
of speaking and listening, reading and writing activities within that narrative.
Helpful Hint -Could you read a novel as a family at home during the summer holidays? Children gain so much
from sharing stories with loved ones. Take turns reading aloud, using funny voices and acting out scenes from
the story.

In Maths we will be focussing on a variety of mathematical concepts. We will tackle complex problems and apply
them to real life situations using larger numbers than in previous years. Firstly, the children will recap place
value, looking at the amount each digit within a number is worth, and will be partitioning the numbers to
demonstrate their understanding of place value with both whole numbers and decimal numbers. Decimals, as well
as negative numbers, will have a bigger focus this half term. Children will practise placing different numbers and
digits onto number lines, as well as ordering both decimal and negative numbers. We will work on different
written and mental methods to add, subtract, multiply and divide; discussing which methods are more
appropriate for different problems. This term, there is more emphasis on applying learnt concepts to different
situations and children will be completing a lot of word problems and investigations to stretch their learning
further. Your child will continue using ‘Big Maths’ as a competitive resource to beat their best scores. Mental
maths skills contribute significantly to their understanding and progress throughout their school life so
repetition and practise is essential.
Helpful Hint - Please help your child to keep their times tables sharp, including the related division facts. They
will be tested on these regularly and this will help them when problem solving in maths.

This half term children will learn In Science, the children will focus on developing their
scientific skills through a variety of practical investigations using a range of different stimuli
to promote scientific enquiry and thinking skills, with a focus on the life cycles of plants. In
this unit, the children will learn that plants and animals reproduce as part of their life cycle
and that in every life cycle there are distinct processes and stages. They will begin to understand how
reproduction is important to the survival of the species. The children will plant some seeds to germinate and
grow during the strand. In addition, they will plant cuttings of roots, stems and leaves to see if they can
propagate new plants. The children will know that seeds can be dispersed in a variety of ways. Careful
observations of fruits and seeds will be made to compare them and use results to draw conclusions.
Through scientific enquiry, the children will study the life cycles of some non-flowering plants, e.g. algae and
mosses, and compare them to flowering plants.

Computing
The children will learn how to code and programme using digital software. They will read and write computer
code, find and amend errors with ever increasing difficulty. The computer package will allow children to write
code in order to control an on screen ‘sprite’.

French
In French the children will learn all about how to say a range of different sporting activities and
state their preferences. They will also read, respond and write questions for their peers to and
create extended conversations in French.

This half term the children will be developing their physical skills in Hockey and Gymnastics. The kit
remains the same and should be in school at all times. For outdoor sessions, it is strongly recommended
that your child uses training shoes along with the usual PE kit. Tracksuits are permitted for those children
who want to wear them if the weather is cool. Please ensure that all the children’s kit is labelled clearly
with their name and class number.

Theme and Art – Extreme Earth
For theme, this term children will continue studying the topic of Extreme Earth. This term our focus will be,
earthquakes, volcanoes, tsunamis and tornadoes. Children will be looking at the devastation caused by these two
natural disasters and the after effect it has on communities. As part of our art work, we will also be studying
famous artist who have used natural disasters as an inspiration for their art work. Year 5 will be creating their
own artwork which depicts natural disasters in the style of famous artists.

RE
Our RE focus this half term is Islam. In this unit, pupils will examine the status and role of the Qur’an.
Opportunities will be provided for pupils to consider how the Qur’an supports daily life. The children will be
encouraged to make links with issues of decision making and guidance in their lives. Children are more than
welcome to bring in any objects or books to share with their peers.

Homework
Homework will be given out on Friday and is due in no later than the following Friday. Homework will be a variety
of written work, research and online learning. It is expected that children read every night. This can be to an
adult or done independently. Please check that they have finished a book by asking relevant questions and sign
this off in their diaries.
If you have any questions about anything then please come and see us any time in school.
Thanks for reading!

Miss Ahmed & Mrs Harrison

