Year Five – Curriculum Information for the first half of the Autumn Term
Welcome back to Queen’s Drive after a glorious summer! This will be a busy term as we
discover new curriculum themes and enjoy lots of events in and out of the classroom.
Please find the details of our planned curriculum below; this will take us up to the half
term break.

English Reading
Our guided reading for this half term will make use of extracts from Roald Dahl’s autobiography, “Boy” and the
Horrible Histories text, “The Smashing Saxons.” Our children will be focusing on the skills of retrieval and
looking at the structure and layout of non-fiction texts. They will use reading journals to record information
about their reading and complete tasks about what they have read. You can help your child by asking them
about the book they’re reading and making sure they can summarise main events or give you information
about the characters and plot.
English Writing
Our pupils will be looking at the features of a legend this half term. We will use the legend of Beowulf to
explore the genre and collect vocabulary and ideas in order to write our own. We will be learning how to
blend action, description and dialogue in order to make our writing as exciting as possible. You can help your
child by finding out about and reading some other popular legends. In addition, our pupils will create a
persuasive brochure. This will tie in with our work on Great Britain and the children will research popular
landmarks from an area of the UK and then create an information text that would persuade somebody to visit.
You can help your child by picking up a few leaflets advertising places to visit and looking at their key features
and structure.
Maths
We will begin the term by checking our pupils have a solid grasp of the year four curriculum objectives. Our
main focus will then be place value. Our pupils will be able to read and write whole numbers to 100,000 and
add or subtract multiples of 10, mentally. They will be able to state the value of an underlined digit within a
number. You can help your child by asking them to read large numbers to you or pointing to a digit within a
number and asking what it represents.
Science
Our science topic for this half term is “Materials and their Properties.” Pupils will be able to use a wide range
of scientific vocabulary to describe different materials and their special features. They will learn why some
materials are not suitable for some jobs and understand the difference between solids, liquids and gases. Our
pupils will carry out fair tests and be able to make predictions, record results and draw conclusions from their
findings. You can help your child by asking them about the materials different household objects are made of
and their properties. Pupils should understand the terms solid, opaque, translucent and transparent.
Theme: A Kingdom United
Geography – Our pupils will learn about Great Britain and how it is made up. They will complete mapwork
identifying key physical features and main cities and complete research in order to find out about landmarks in
each of the countries. This work will also feed into our English. You can help your child by discussing any
countries in Great Britain you may have visited and any similarities or differences between them and England.

History – Our pupils will find out about the Anglo Saxons and their legacy upon our country. They will find out
who the Anglo-Saxons were and where they originated from, what they brought to England and their place in a
timeline of our history. We will examine Anglo-Saxon artefacts and the children will find the answers to
questions they have generated about this period in history. You can help your child by reading information
books about the Anglo-Saxons or helping with Internet research.
Music – We will be listening to the national anthems of the countries that make up Great Britain and looking at
what makes an anthem and its lyrical content. We will then use a range of musical instruments to create an
anthem of our own, based on Queen’s Drive and our pride in our school. You can help your child by teaching
them the words to our national anthem.
Art – We are really lucky in Year Five to have Miss Jewitt, our own talented artist, to teach Art and Design and
Technology this year each Wednesday. This half term, she will be looking at Anglo-Saxon pattern and design
and the children will be making detailed drawings based on these. They will then use these in screen printing.
Computing – Our pupils will be developing their computing skills in order to present data this half term. They
will make use of spreadsheets and other programs to present information in tables and graphs.
Religious Education – Our pupils will consider the question, “Where can people find guidance?” The main
religion we will focus on is Christianity and we will find out about stories within the Bible that guide Christians
through their life.
French – Our unit this half term will be “Bon Appetit.” Our children will learn vocabulary connected to food
and dining out. They will practise their speaking and listening in pairs and small groups and will play
vocabulary games and sing songs in order to consolidate their knowledge. You can help your child by giving
them the French names for some common foods.
PE – The pupils in Class 13 are swimming each Tuesday afternoon and then Class 12 will swap with them at
Christmas. We are developing our skills in invasion games in our other PE lessons. This will be through
practising ball skills and playing games such as hockey and football. Our PE lessons will be outside where
possible so you can help your child by making sure they have the correct PE kit that is suitable for the cooler,
autumn weather.
PSHCE – During our PSHCE lessons this half term, we will consider a current global issue; the use of plastic and
how it is polluting our oceans. You can help your child by discussing this issue further and seeing if there is
anything you can do at home to make your small but important difference in this area.
Additional Information – Your child will be given some spellings to learn each week and these will be recorded
in their planner. We would appreciate your help in listening to your child read once a week and recording this
in their planner also. Homework will be set on a weekly basis and may take the form of written work or work
that can be completed using an internet based program such as MyMaths or Purple Mash. Homework will
always be recorded in your child’s planner. If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to get
in touch through the usual channels. We’re excited about the year ahead and our curriculum and hope your
child will have a happy and successful year in our classes.
Miss Beresford and Miss Parkinson

