Year 6 - Autumn Term 2017
Welcome back to school! We have a really exciting half term
planned, with lots of great activities. We will be setting homework
on a weekly basis (to be handed in on Fridays) and there will be
weekly spellings to learn too. Home reading, as ever, is important
and we would appreciate your continued support by recording in your
child’s diary when your child reads at home. Often children will be
set reading or writing homework to support their classroom work so
it is vitally important that children complete such homework on time.
English
We will begin the term by looking at non-chronological reports, linked to our theme of South America.
After finding out the features of the genre, we will collate ideas and write our own hybrid reports.
Underpinning all of this work will be a focus on sentence structure, technical vocabulary, handwriting
and the use of punctuation and grammar. Pupils will also have short vocabulary sessions to introduce to
them to new words and meanings; these may be related to our theme work or may be useful in our
writing and comprehension. In guided reading sessions we will be focusing on retrieval and inference
and supporting our ideas with evidence from the text. Our class book for the half term will be, “The
Explorer” by Katherine Rundell.
You can help by: Recording your child’s reading in their planner and asking them questions about their
reading such as, “How do you know…” Which word or phrase means…” Asking your child about the new
words they have been introduced to and putting them into a sentence.
Maths
A strong emphasis will be placed on revision and consolidation this half term. Pupils will revisit the use
of column addition and subtraction, the grid method of multiplication and division through chunking.
Once confident with their use of the four operations, they will begin to solve word problems. There
will also be a focus on place value this term. Children will be expected to recognise the value of a digit
within a number, round and order whole numbers.
You can help by: Checking your child is confident with their times tables and related division facts.
Asking your child to round prices in the supermarket or calculate change / totals.
Science
The main topic for Science this half term will be Classification. Pupils will learn about scientists
including Linnaeus and use their work to sort and classify living things. They will understand the
difference between vertebrates and invertebrates and know which groups animals belong to and why.
Pupils will use and create branching diagrams to sort animals and plants.
You can help by: Check your child knows the differences between reptiles, mammals, birds, fish and
amphibians.
Computing
The theme for this half term will be use of the Internet. There will be a strong focus on E-Safety
and children will participate in a series of workshops to develop their awareness of safe Internet
practice. Pupils will also develop their understanding of search engines and conducting effective
searches.
You can help by: Make sure your child knows to keep passwords safe and change them regularly.
Understand there are age restrictions on many popular social media sites such as Whatsapp and
Facebook.

P.E.
Our first topics for P.E. this term are Basketball and Hockey. Pupils will develop skills of invasion and
defence and play small sided games. They will develop their awareness of tactics and develop
their ball control. Please ensure all outdoor and indoor PE kit is clearly labelled. PE is on a Monday but
there are occasions in the week when PE kit may be required so please encourage your child to leave it
in school until each break.
Theme Based Work (History, Geography, Art and Design Technology, Music)
Our theme for this half term is ‘South America’
In Geography we will study a variety of locations within the continent of South America and compare
and contrast them with our locality. Children will research the cultures, religions and demographics of
different countries and look at the impact of tourism on different locations. Children will use atlases
and maps, travel guides and travel brochures to research locations, ultimately preparing their own
‘lonely planet guide’ for a location of their choice. Pupils will learn about the different biomes of South
America and the rainforest will provide a particular focus. Learning about the importance of the
rainforest, pupils will create their own water cycle and will campaign to slow the destruction of the
Amazon. We are planning a visit to a zoo in the Autumn term, where we will classify and identify
animals from South America.
In music children will listen to and appraise music from different cultures and make references to how
and why music differs around the World. Then, children will compose and perform their own musical
pieces in an appropriate style.
In Art, pupils will develop their painting techniques, using South America as a stimulus.
You can help by: Borrow some reference books or collect some travel brochures to extend your child’s
knowledge of South America.
R.E.
The focus for R.E. this term is Hinduism. This unit enables pupils to examine the Hindu stages of life.
The focus includes Brahman, Atman, Moksha, the Law of Karma, Dharma, Yoga, Traditions and Worship.
Opportunities are provided for pupils to consider their own stage of development in their life journey.
P.S.C.H.E.
Our theme for PSCHE lessons will be drug awareness. Children will explore the themes of peerpressure and healthy lifestyles.
Modern Foreign Languages.
In French lessons this half term we will be looking at “Fashion.” There will be an increased focus this
year on holding a conversation with others and written French. Each theme will then be revisited at
the end of the year so our pupils can create a French newspaper.
Additional Information.
The main focus for this half-term is ensuring the children are developing as independent learners and
are increasingly taking responsibility for their own learning. We will be embedding the year six
routines and ensuring that the children achieve the highest standards of presentation.
We expect that children are reading at home for at least fifteen minutes each day with parents’
recording this in their child’s homework/reading diary at least once a week.
Pupils are being given usernames and passwords for a variety of websites this week. These are always
carefully selected and excellent web based resources for revising and consolidating understanding;
some of our homework will be set from these sites. If your child does not have access to the Internet
at home, please let us know so we can provide time during the school day for them to complete any
tasks we have set.
We are looking forward to a great half-term and would like to thank you for your support.
Miss Beresford and Mrs. Docherty

