Year 6 - Autumn Term 2018
Welcome back to school! We have a really exciting half term
planned, with lots of great activities. We will be setting homework
on a weekly basis (to be handed in on Fridays) and there will be
weekly spellings to learn too. Home reading, as ever, is important
and we would appreciate your continued support by recording in your
child’s diary when your child reads at home. Often children will be
set reading or writing homework to support their classroom work so
it is vitally important that children complete such homework on time.
English
We will begin the term by looking at the unit ‘Stories on a Theme’, linked to our survival topic. Children
will compare different adventure stories with a view to creating their own and debate issues within
these. Following on from this, pupils will continue with work on biographies which will link to their work
on survival trough a focus on famous explorers. Underpinning all of this work will be a focus on
sentence structure, technical vocabulary, handwriting and the use of punctuation and grammar. Pupils
will also have short vocabulary sessions to introduce to them to new words and meanings; these may be
related to our theme work or may be useful in our writing and comprehension. In guided reading
sessions, we will be focusing on retrieval and inference and supporting our ideas with evidence from
the text. Our class book for the half term will be, “The Explorer” by Katherine Rundell.
You can help by: Recording your child’s reading in their planner and asking them questions about their
reading such as, “How do you know…” Which word or phrase means…” Asking your child about the new
words they have been introduced to and putting them into a sentence.
Maths
A strong emphasis will be placed on revision and consolidation this half term. Pupils will revisit the use
of column addition and subtraction, the grid method of multiplication and division through chunking.
Once confident with their use of the four operations, they will begin to solve word problems. There
will also be a focus on place value this term. Children will be expected to recognise the value of a digit
within a number, round and order whole numbers.
You can help by: Checking your child is confident with their times tables and related division facts.
Asking your child to round prices in the supermarket or calculate change / totals.
Science
The main topic for Science this half term will be ‘Evolution and Inheritance’. Children will begin by
looking at how we know so much about evolution from the study of fossils. They will investigate how
animals are adapted to living in their environment and how this affects their characteristics. Children
will study the principle of ‘survival of the fittest’ and reasons why species become extinct. Finally,
pupils will look at how the passing on traits occurs through reproduction.
You can help by:
Encouraging your child to research endangered animals and how efforts are being made to save them.
Computing
The theme for this half term will be use of the Internet. There will be focus on E-Safety and children
will look at how to search the internet safely. Pupils will also develop their understanding of search
engines and conducting effective searches.
You can help by: Make sure your child knows to keep passwords safe and change them regularly.
Understand there are age restrictions on many popular social media sites such as Whatsapp and
Facebook.

P.E.
Our first topics for P.E. this term are Hockey and Dance. Pupils will develop skills of invasion and
defence and play small sided games. They will develop their awareness of tactics and develop
their ball control. In dance, they will look at the evolution ofpopular dances over time. Please ensure
all outdoor and indoor PE kit is clearly labelled. PE is on a Monday but there are occasions in the week
when PE kit may be required so please encourage your child to leave it in school until each break.
Theme Based Work (Geography and Art)
Our theme for this half term is ‘Survival!’
In Geography, we will use a variety of mapping techniques and focus on locating and studying a variety
of places within the continents of South America, North America and Europe. Children will identify
and understand the significance of latitude, longitude and time zones. Pupils will study the physical
geography of these places, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains,
volcanoes and earthquakes. They will then investigate aspects of human geography, including: types of
settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural
resources including energy, food, minerals and water.
In Art, pupils will explore the theme of camouflage within the natural world. Children will select
images of camouflage and use these to develop drawings and paintings which experiment with colour.
They will then use digital media to allow images to be manipulated and develop digital artwork.
You can help by: Borrow some reference books or collect some travel brochures to extend your child’s
knowledge of countries within these places.
R.E.
The focus for R.E. this year is ‘Life as a journey’. This term children begin with the study of Islam.
This unit enables pupils to examine the authority of Allah and the focus is on Allah, Iman, Ibadah and
Akhlaq. Opportunities are provided for pupils to examine Islamic guidance and behaviour and to make
links with relationships and decision making.
P.S.C.H.E.
Our theme for PSCHE lessons will be resilience. Pupils will recognise why this is important if they are
to be able to deal effectively with their feelings and gain in self-confidence. They will look at how it is
important to bounce back and how to stay positive.
Modern Foreign Languages.
In French lessons this half term, we will be looking at the unit ’On y va’. Pupils will investigate French
speaking countries, compass points and modes of travel. There will be an increased focus this year on
holding a conversation with others and written French including tenses and grammar.
Additional Information.
The main focus for this half-term is ensuring the children are developing as independent learners and
are increasingly taking responsibility for their own learning. We will be embedding the year six
routines and ensuring that the children achieve the highest standards of presentation.
We expect that children are reading at home for at least fifteen minutes each day with parents’
recording this in their child’s homework/reading diary at least once a week.
Pupils are being given usernames and passwords for a variety of websites this week. These are always
carefully selected and excellent web-based resources for revising and consolidating understanding;
some of our homework will be set from these sites. If your child does not have access to the Internet
at home, please let us know so we can provide time during the school day for them to complete any
tasks we have set.
We are looking forward to a great half-term and would like to thank you for your support.
Mrs. Docherty and Mr Taylor

