Year 6 - Autumn Term 2 2018
Welcome back to school! We have a really exciting half term
planned, with lots of great activities, two trips and a visitor to
complete a music workshop. We will be setting homework on a weekly
basis (to be handed in on Fridays) and there will be spelling rules to
learn too. Home reading is still important and we would appreciate
your continued support by recording in your child’s diary when your
child reads at home. Often children will be set reading or writing
homework to support their classroom work so it is vitally important
that children complete such homework on time.
English
We will begin the term by looking at the unit ‘Poems with imagery’, linked to our theme of World War
I. Children will compare different poems, examining imagery and use these to help them write their
own. Following on from this, pupils will revisit the topic of persuasion by writing formal reviews which
will link to our theatre and cinema visits. Finally, our final topic this term links to our musical theme
work of songs and lyrics which we will link to poetry. As usual, we will continue to focus on sentence
structure, technical vocabulary, handwriting and the use of punctuation and grammar. At the beginning
of each day, children will continue with ‘Word of the Day’ sessions to widen their vocabulary and
expose them to new words. In guided reading sessions, pupils will continue to develop a range of skills
by looking at a variety of texts. Our class novel for the term continues to be, “The Explorer” by
Katherine Rundell.
You can help by: Encouraging your child to read a wide range of books rather than sticking to the same
author. A ‘Year 6 recommended reads’ list will be sent home shortly.
Maths
Pupils will continue to focus on developing a sound understanding of arithmetic and ensuring they are
proficient in all four operations. A strong emphasis will be placed on understanding fractions this halfterm. Children will revisit their understanding of equivalent fractions and use this to help them
perform a range of calculations. They will then progress into developing their understanding of
fractions, decimals and percentages. Pupils will look at statistics, interpreting graphs and use their
knowledge of angles to construct pie charts. This will be followed by some work on measurement which
will involve converting various units of measure and extending their knowledge of calculating area and
perimeter of a variety of shapes.
You can help by: Checking your child is confident with their understanding of how measures relate to
one another and use measures practically in real life at home.
Science
The main topic for Science this half term will be ‘Light’. Children will begin by looking at sources of
light and which are man-made and natural. They will investigate how light travels and how we are able
to see objects due to reflection. Pupils will then use this knowledge to investigate how shadows form
and change.
You can help by:
Encouraging your child to make observations about how shadows appear to change throughout the day.
Computing
Computing this term will be linked to our theme and based around creating music and using multi-media.
There will still be a focus on E-Safety which will link to anti-bullying week. Children will create a
multimedia report including use of a green screen and use iMovie. They will also develop and record
their own music using Garageband.

You can help by: Make sure your child knows to behave when communicating on line and making sure
they adhere to this if using apps on devices at home.
P.E.
Our topics for P.E. this term are dance and basketball. In dance lessons, they will interpret music and
lyrics to tell a story. Children will learn to develop a performance by interpreting the music and
creating actions which reflect the telling of the events in a poem. In games, pupils will continue
developping skills of invasion and defence and play small sided games to develop tactics, increasing
their skills through ball control when travelling and passing. PE continues to be on a Monday as well a
Tuesday for Class 15 and Thursday for Class 14. There will be other occasions in the week when PE kit
may be required so please leave it in school until each half-term break.
Theme Based Work (Art and Music)
Our theme for this half term is ‘Britten’s Got Talent!’
In music, children will begin by looking at the work of Benjamin Britten, the famous composer, and
what constitutes ‘popular music’. They will look at the history of music and relate it to different
musical styles and composers. Pupils will be encouraged to develop their own opinions and justify
these. In art, pupils will explore the artist Kandinsky and how he used music to help him create pieces
of artwork. Children will examine his use of colour and line and work with different media to create
work which is influenced by music.
You can help by: Encourage your children to listen to different musical styles at home.
R.E.
This term children begin with the study of Christianity. This unit enables pupils to examine the
authority of Jesus and his life’s path. They explore the ideas of forgiveness and confession and how
this helps Christian’s to make life choices.
P.S.C.H.E.
Our theme for PSCHE lessons continue to be our ‘Queen’s Drive Values’. Our British Value this term is
‘Rule of Law’ and children will reflect on the laws they are bound by. Pupils will continue by exploring
the values of respect for the law, justice, friendship, responsibility and helping others.
Modern Foreign Languages.
In French lessons this half term, we will be looking at the unit ’ Je suis la musician’. Pupils will explore
rhythm and use this as a strategy for remembering and practising new language. They work in groups
to create a rap or song for a performance and explain what musical instrument they are going to play.
Children will practise giving opinions and preferences.
Additional Information.
Children need to be managing and completing their homework on a weekly basis and they should be
encouraged wherever possible to organise themselves and remember any resources or homework they
need for that day. They should also continue to read on a daily basis and record their reading in their
planners.
We are looking forward to a great half-term and would like to thank you for your support.
Mrs. Docherty and Mr Taylor

